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t is difficult to select only a few documents from
Iamong the hundreds that vividly illustrate the collapse

of the Communist regime in Czechoslovakia. As the
uniqueness of the Czechoslovak case consisted in the
considerable dynamism of the process, one possible
solution to the dilemma is to illustrate the unexpected
" acceleration of the Czechoslovak crisis using several
documents from the regime and opposition issued
immediately after the “Velvet Revolution” of 17 Novem-
ber 1989.

The collapse of the regime actually occurred in the ten
to fourteen days after the evening of 17 November, when
disciplinary police brutally broke up a demonstration of
many thousands in downtown Prague. The nucleus of
protesters was formed by university students. The
following day, students from Prague University and the
Technical University decided to react decisively. The
students proclaimed a strike and also called for a general
strike on 27 November. Theaters, first in Prague and then
around the country, immediately went on strike. Instead
of performances, spontaneous political debates took
place in numerous theater buildings every day.

On 19 November, the Civic Forum (CF) was
successfully set up as a coordinating organ of the
opposition, that became, stage by stage and in cooperation
with the students’ strike committee, a major political force
in the country. Demonstrations in Prague went on for
days: on 20 November, for the first time, the number of
participants exceeded a hundred thousand; on 25
November perhaps three quarter of a million men and
women took part in an opposition demonstration in
Prague. From 20 November on, many thousands of men
and women demonstrated daily in numerous Czech and
Slovak towns across the country.

That same day, first some of the print and then the
electronic media freed themselves from the regime's
control. On 24 November, the leadership of the CPCz
(Communist Party of Czechoslovakia) abdicated. The new
leadership also failed to regain the initiative. On 26
November the first official meeting and negotiation
between the government and Civic Forum (CF) took place.
The next day a two-hour general strike gripped the country.
On 29 November, due to public pressure, the Communist
Party rescinded the constitutional article on the leading
role of the Communist Party.

In the ensuing days and weeks a new government was
established with the participation of the CF and its Slovak

partner, Public Against Violence (PAV). Parliament, which
was to be chaired by former communist party leader
Alexander Dub¢ek, ousted after the Prague Spring in 1968,
was reconstituted, and former dissident Vaclav Havel was
elected president. All of the important power shifts were
finally completed with the first free elections in June 1990.

The powerful clash of people and principles lasted
from about 17-29 November 1989. Documents 1-5, in which
the leaders of the CPCz struggle hard to notify and furnish
party members with instructions, show quite clearly their
growing irresolution, helplessness and lack of control over
the events. They also iflustrate that when the CPCz could
no longer make up its mind and wavered over the use of
force (17 November was the last time that violence against
the public was used), the leadership was powerless in the
face of the growing opposition. Attempts at political
mobilization proved ineffective and futile. Teleprinters
(telexes) and information frorn the center increasingly
became statements of its own concessions and impotence,
as well as of the opposition’s éclats and their achieve-
ments. In the document of 29 November, the opposition is
already accepted as a political partner, even though only a
few days earlier the regime had refused to establish any
contacts with those forces. Similarly, despite the CPCz's
insistence on the continuation of Gustadv Husék’s presi-
dency, on the continued existence of the People’s Militia,
the party organizations in the workplace, and party control
over and ownership of vast amounts of property, the
regime was unable to defend these positions. As early as
10 December, Husdk abdicated the presidency, and before
the end of the year the People’s Militia had been disarmed
and broken up, party organizations at the work place had
been forbidden, and soon after the elections, even the
CPCz's property was confiscated.

Two important documents from the opposition,
documents nos. 6 and 7, also give proof of the speed of the
events: the CF Proclamation of 19 November and the CF
Program Principles of 26 November. What We Want states
that the problems of the country would not be solved by
replacing people in positions of power or by the withdrawal
of several politicians from public life. Yet, it was exactly
that solution which the proclamation of CF had demanded
a week earlier—and which had seemed at that time,
extremely radical. The proclamation What We Wanzt already
brings a rather vague but consistent and rounded-off
program of essential changes in all areas of public life—
simply said, it calls for the end of the Communist system.



DOCUMENT No. 1
Teleprint from CC CPCz to First Secretary
CC CPCz and Secretaries of Regional
and District Committees,
19 November 1989

19 November 1989, Prague—Teleprint from the CC
CPCz to the First Secretary of the CC CPS [Communist
Party of Slovakia] and the Head Secretaries of the Regional
and District Committees of the CPCz on the situation and
roles of the Communist Party.

As you are already informed, at the end of the com-
memorative procession on the participants 50% anniversary
of the 17 November in Prague there occurred an anti-
government demonstration by several participators. In view
of the character of the event, necessary measures were
undertaken by the disciplinary forces. As a result of the
dissemination of incorrect information about the death of
one of the participants—the student Martin Smid—a
hostile psychosis arose, especially among the students
and actors from the theaters in Prague and in some
counties which announced a week-long strike and want to
misuse the theater buildings in order to sway the residents
with their opinions, which are in conflict with the inter-
ests of the majority of the citizens and the state.’

Their aim is to launch a general strike on 27 November
in the CSSR. It is necessary to assume that they will try to
influence the cultural workplace and schools in the entire
republic. They even want infiltrate the factories and the
JZD? [Standard Farming Cooperative] in order to gain
support for their destabilizing plans from all strata of
society.

Anti-socialist groups headed by the Charter [-77] are
evidently behind this activity. The plan of action is
coordinated by the Western media.

The Presidium of the CC CPCz dealt with these
questions today, 19 November, in the evening hours and
adopted the necessary measures allowing [it] to confront )
these plans. -

The Presidium calls on the regional and provincial
committees to do everything necessary to reject the
enemy’s efforts in the counties, districts, in the factories, in
the cooperatives, in the schools and in other workplaces,
and to ensure that uninterupted work, peace and order be
secured.

It is desireable that the collectives publicly express
their resolute position against efforts to bring about a
political coup in our country.

Within the framework of the adopted measures it is
necessary to secure the readiness of the People’s Militia to
protect the workplaces from the efforts of the enemy forces
to penetrate into the workers’ collectives.

The Presidium has called on responsible workers to
step up the offensive in their ideological work in this
connection, especially in the media, with the aim of

politically isolating the forces seeking an overthrow. Adopt
the same measures in the counties and districts.

With comradely regards,

General Secretary, /
[JakeS§'s signature] -
[Source: SUA, UV, KSC - teleprints and letters, UV-134/89.
Obtained by Oldrich Tima.]
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DOCUMENT No. 2
Teleprint from the Presidium of the CC CPS to
the Secretaries of Regional Committees of the
CPCz [and] CPS and the Party Municipal
Committees in Prague and Bratislava
21 November 1989

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of

Czechoslovakia

Prague,21.11.1989
#V-0135/39

Dear Comrades,

In the last few days a disturbance of the peace and
public order occurred in Prague and a list of other places in
our republic. The organizers of these acts abused a
segment of the public, especially the student youth. They
are dramatizing the situation, influencing the feelings and
opinions of young people, heightening emotions. They are
misusing the cultural front for this. Strikes are being
organized in a series of theaters.

Revolutions and demands with ultimatums calling for
cadre changes in the leading organs, for the resignation of
the government, for the destruction and liquidation of the
CPCz, for the discrediting of the SNB? (police). This is a
direct attempt to overthrow the socialist order.

The forces of the opposition are trying to widen their
influence beyond the scope of the capital. They are
sending their organizers out to universities and various
gatherings which are taking place in many areas at their
initiative.

The current situation demands deliberate yet prin-
cipled and offensive action on the part of all party organs
and organizations and individual communists, in order not
to let the situation slip out of our hands.

It is urgently necessary to mobilize party organiza-
tions, communists and all citizens who care about social-
ism, to support the position of the CSSR government, the



CSR and the SSR, made public on 21 November of this year,
and to help bring about an atmosphere of peace and
prudence.

The most important is mass political work among the
people. The functionaries and apparatus of the party and
people’s councils, the leading workers must g0 to the
workers’ collectives to prevent efforts to call a general
strike, which the forces of the opposition are planning for
27 November. Every managerial worker is personally
responsible for the situation in his collective.

It is necessary to engage in discussions with the
students and apprentices, who are being manipulated by
irresponsible elements. It is especially important to
strengthen the influence of the teachers and parents over
the younger generation.

The main goal is to show convincingly that straining
the situation is a threat to every citizen of our society, the
safety of every family. The eventual strikes, which the
opposition threatens to carry out, would significantly
damage our national economy, lead our market and
supplies to destruction (especially now in the winter
period before the Christmas holiday).

The organizers of revolutionary acts will continue in
their efforts to seek the support of the workers for their
demands. They are trying to enlist support in the factories.
Therefore it is necessary to prevent their emissaries from
entering businesses, factories and other institutions and
prevent them from using other methods of influencing the
workers’ collectives. The factory management and party
leadership must ensure proper defense of these interests.
In these times the leading workers—communists and non-
communists—must realize their responsibility for the
handling of the political situation in their sphere of
influence.

We must pay special attention to the media. The
Presidium of the CC CPCz adopted measures which ought
to stifle the high passions [of the public] and ensure
uniform information [being given out by] the Czechoslo-
vak Press Agency* (CTK), radio and television. Concrete
tasks were handed down to the executive directors of
these information agencies to this end.

The party press must influence the public. This
applies in full also to regional, district, business and
factory dissemination and information media. It is
necessary for them to broadcast the positions of the
worker’s collectives and individuals supportive of the
politics of reconstruction and democratization, a dialog in
the interests of socialism. The voices condemning the
efforts to disrupt our society should be heard.

In this situation it is necessary to mobilize the
ideological activists of the party, all those who have the
ability to influence the opinion of communists and the
public-at-large in the counties and districts. To ensure
prompt information and uniformity of opinions, it is
necessary to incorporate lecturers and propagandists of
social organizations, including the Socialist Academy, into
this group of activists.

We recommend that operational staffs be established
in regional and district party committees, which would
evaluate the situation, [and] its development and would
Propose concrete measures.

All party organs and organizations must act quickly,
decisively and unanimously, and secure the support of the
regional and district committees of the National Front,
organizations affiliated with it, and national committees at
all levels.

The positions and resolutions in support of the
politics of the party should be sent without delay to the
Central Committee of the CPCz.

The Presidium of the CC CPCz, \

[Source: SUA, UV, KSC - teleprints and letters, UV-0135/
89. Obtained by Oldfich Tama.]
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DOCUMENT No. 3
Teleprint from Jozef Lenart,
Secretary of CC CPS, to Regional Committees
and Municipal Committees
in Prague and Bratislava,
23 November 1989

It is evident from the information of the party
regional (municipal) committees that in all regions
measures were adopted according to the teleprint of the
General Secretary of the CC CPCz. Working groups of
party organs were dispatched to crucial centers and
businesses in order to secure uniformity of information
and analysis of the political situation. But even when the
measures were adopted for the protection of businesses
and factories against penetration by the opposition and the
spread of negative demonstrations, in a series of instances
the posting of appeals, flyers, organization of petitions
eliciting pressure tactics against the CPCz and the
government took place.

The students are continuing their efforts to establish
contacts with workers in establishments and gaining
support for the general strike. In factories, no tendencies
toward strikes have been exhibited so far. On the contrary,
in important political-economic centers, the workers are
expressing demands for peace and work.

The opposition forces are trying to unite striking
students and the part of the public which is in solidarity
with them in the demands of the “proclamation” of the Civic
Forum, established on 19 November. The Civic Forum
consists of: Charter 77, The Czechoslovak Helsinki
Committee, The Circle of Independent Inteili gence, The
Movement for Civic Freedom, Artforum, Renewal, indepen-



dent students, The Czechoslovak Democratic Initiative,
VONS, Independent World Coalition, Open Dialogue,
Czechoslovak PEN Club Center, several members of the
Czechoslovak Socialist Party, Czechoslovak People’s Party,
representatives of religious, creative and other groups,
several former members of the CPCz. The proclamation was
signed by: Eng. Rudolf Batték, Petr Cepek, Viclav Havel,
Milan Hrugka, Prof. Dr. Milan Jelinek, Milan Kiiazko, Dr.
Lubomir Kopecky CSc., Jif{ KiiZan, Viclav Maly, Martin
Mejstitk, Petr Oslzly, Dr. Libor Paty CSc., Jana Petrova, Jan
Ruml, Prof. Dr. Vének Silhan, Ondfej Trojan, Eng. Josef
Vavrousek CSc., [and] Sasa Vondra.

The demands of the Civic Forum'’s proclamation go
much further than the original expectations of the
students, expressed in the joint statement of the Pre-
sidium of the Municipal Council of the SSM? in Prague and
the MVR SSM , and the statement of the Secretariat of the
of the CC SSM. It is necessary to reveal this fact. We
present a shortened version for your information, for it
contains a clear confrontational character, demagoguery
and tactics of mounting attacks against the party through
certain individuals. It can be expected that these demands
will increase in intensity. Text of the proclamation:

1. That those members of the Presidium of the CC
CPCz who are directly connected with the preparation
of the intervention [in Czechoslovakia] by the five
members of the Warsaw Pact in the year 1968 and who
are responsible for the long years of devastation of all
areas of our society, and who for years refused any
kind of democratic dialogue with society, will immedi-
ately step down.

2. That the First Secretary of the Municipal Committee
(MC) CPCz in Prague and the Federal Minister of the
Interior, who are responsible for all of the measures
which the police have carried out over the last few
months against the peaceful demonstrations of
citizens, immediately step down.

3. That a committee be set up which will concretely
investigate these measures, find the culprits and  »
propose punishments for them. Civic Forum represen-
tatives must be included in this committee.

4. That all political criminals, including those who have
been detained in connection with the last demonstra-
tion, be immediately released.

In its proclamation, the Civic Forum further calls for
carrying out a general strike on 27 November 1989, from
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

In discussions with students and the public, it is
necessary to show that the Civic Forum is misusing the
original demands of the students, directed primarily at the
investigation into the security force’s intervention on 17
November 1989. It broadens them to ever more momen-
tous political demands, aimed at destroying our social
order. Several flyers distributed in Prague signed by
“students on strike” endorse these demands.

Strike committees, the composition of which often
changes, are negotiating with school administrations.
Students are outside of the school buildings and their
faculties throughout the day. Students are keeping watch
to make sure that only students and school workers enter.

At several universities other demands are being
submitted of a general political nature, which the univer-
sity administrations are rejecting.

The student strike committees are run from one center
which is probably connected to the spokespersons of the
independent initiatives. Some artists and representatives
of independent initiatives also have made appearances at
several universities and led discussions with the students
that often have called for a general strike and agitated for
an active connection between the student strikes and the
worker unions at factories and collectives. The majority
of strike committees are in negotiation with the school
administrations.

The CPCz Works Organization and CZV CPCz at the
universities are planning their political acts in such a way
that the employees and teachers in schools would be able
to continue fulfilling their work duties, which is not the
case in the majority of instances. At several universities,
however, differences of opinion exist between the teachers
and the staff, especially the younger ones, for whom
several—including party members-—generally support the
political demands of the students which the school
administration opposed.

The Ministry of Education adopted measures to bar
the students from using duplication technology, and
computers, and to try and keep the students in the schools.

The main task is to resume instruction in high
schools and universities as soon as possible. In those
places where it is impossible to engage in discussion with
the students, it is necessary to offer them a specific
program to turn their attention to a constructive outlet for
their activities.

At the high schools we must take advantage of the
PTA meetings [to ensure] that the school administrations
are in constant contact with the students’ parents. The
national committees and school administrations are
responsible for the situation in the schools, and must
control the situation and direct the activity of the teachers.

The representatives of strike committees from all
schools and representatives from the universities in the
CSR will meet on 23 November at the agricultural college in
Prague Suchdol with the representatives of the Ministry
of Education of the CSR for an open dialogue intended to
exchange information on the situation and to reach
agreement on the next steps, including the resumption of
the normal school year and an end to the strike.

The situation among the workers of the cultural front
is basically unchanged. Other cultural institutions in the
capital and in other regions of the republic are gradually
joining in the protests against the intervention of the
security forces on 17 November 1989. Prague sculptors
and painters have [now] also joined the strike. The attempt



to reverse the decision to strike has so far been unsuc-
cessful. Some theater directors have said that their
influence on the developments could be even further
diminished because the strike committees are handling
the decisions.

The situation in the clergy and religious groups was
basically solid on 21 November, without any tendencies
toward activism on the part of spiritual and religious
people.

While there is peace within the clergy and religious
groups in our republic, the prevailing sentiment [among
them)] is one of apprehension about possible further
developments.

The exception is the Roman Catholic Church.
Cardinal TomaSek’s written statement entitled “To all the
People of Czechoslovakia,” reproduced in The People s
Democracy® on 22 November, is of a confrontational
character. The statement, prepared by the former cleric
Maly who is the leading proponent of illegal organizations,
is the sharpest criticism of the political development of the
last forty years to date.

On the other hand Cardinal Tom43ek expressed his
constructive position in a personal conversation with the
Head Secretary of the MC CPCz, comrade Stépéan, on 22
November 1989, in Prague, where he stated the following:
“The situation surprised me, I can not yet express myself. I
would like to get acquainted with the situation in order to
openly express myself. I am convinced that there is good
will on both sides.” This conversation, broadcast on the
television news on 22 November, should be used as an
argument against the articles in The People s Democracy.

The planned so-called Thanksgiving service, which is
supposed to take place on 25 November 1989, in the St.
Vitus Cathedral in the Prague castle on the occasion of
the elevation to sainthood of Anezka Pfemyslovna, is in
serious danger of being misused. Although the event was
announced as early as two months ago, the current level of
preparation, whose purpose is to attract the largest
possible number of believers, has intensified. To this end
a circular was recently sent to all the dioceses in the CSR.
Apart from this, a group of believers, who have prepared
pilgrimages to Rome, is planning a significant activity,
namely the mass would be preceded by a procession of
believers through Prague beginning at the buildings of the
former convent on Frantifek and ending at the castle.

From the letters and resolutions arriving at the CC
CPCz it is clear that the opinion within society and within
the ranks of the strikers are differentiating. They mostly
express support for the policies of the party and request
acceptance of measures to ensure a renewal of peace and
to create normal conditions for work.

Vi4clav Havel made an appearance on Wenceslas
Square on 22 November, which also was shown on the
Czechoslovak television program “Contact.” He spoke
about the tactical approaches of the opposition forces at
the current time. He greeted all the workers who are
supporting the demands of the artists, students and

intelligentsia, and who are founding civic forums and

strike committees. After twenty years, history is returning

to our country. For that we have to thank the free-thinking
students and young people in general, to whom the future
of our country belongs. He thanked theater and other
artists, who rebelled after many years of degradation. He
said that the Civic Forum is becoming a real representa-
tive of critical thinkers, and is beginning to be taken
seriously through the power of freedom. Within the next
few hours the Forum will try to unify the introduced
demands into a single list. He expressed his faith in the
support for the demands, in the form of a general strike.

He informed [the people] that Civic Forum had written a

letter to Bush and Gorbachev, who were supposed to

discuss the developments in Eastern Europe, which
requested support for democratization efforts in

Czechoslovakia. He announced that telegrams were sent

to Solidarity [the independent Polish labor union] and to

the People’s Fronts in the USSR and Hungary.

Analysis of the broadcasts of Western radio stations
during the course of the last year has revealed that they
are intensifying their attacks against the authorities with
the aim:

. of gradually creating in the minds of the populace
the opinion that, considering the “illegality” and
“brutality” of [the authorities’] actions against the
“peace-loving” demonstrators and citizens, it is
possible and humanly justified to use the “same”
means against them,

° of creating pressure to change the laws dealing
with the actions of security and the judicial
organs, to limit their numbers and completely
restructure them, and especially to limit the
[powers of] State Security,

. of creating a seperation between the police units
(especially with Public Security’ on one side and
State Security® and Emergency Units on the
other) and a seperation between the Investigative
apparatus of the State Security and judicial
organs,

. of more deeply discrediting the state and,
especially, the party leadership through attacks
on the authorities, and introducing the idea that it
is possible to resolve the growing problems of
ineffective leadership without recourse to the
methods seen in the fifties’.

It is possible to conclude that the attacks against the
state power apparatus will have a tendency to rise. This
was fully proven in the period starting 17 November.

X X X

Since the situation is changing very fast it is essential
to act constructively and accurately.

Party organs at all levels must stop being on the
defensive. The Central Committee of the CPCz will deal
with the current political situation at its meeting on 24
November 1989, and discuss the role of the party.



Regional and district CPCz organs and basic party
organizations must mount pressure against the opposition
independently of the preparations of the Plenum. We are
fighting for public opinion. The future of the country and
its citizens is at stake. Every act, day and hour is decisive.

We must show the harmfulness of pressure tactics,
which prevent real dialogue, and from which new political
demands are constantly being introduced that go far
beyond the boundaries of the previous spontaneous
student reaction.

We must demonstrate to the workers and students on
the basis of concrete facts what the losses caused by strike
actions are, in relation to businesses, districts and indi-
viduals. No long words, but concrete numbers.

We must show the moral damage of continuous strikes
in high schools upon the psyche and discipline of the
students, on their future development and on their
education. We have to call on the parents at the same
time and show them how children are drawn into
confrontational acts by those who present themselves as
“fighters for humanity.”

Our tactical agenda must rest on plans to divide the
until now united front of participants in the protest. It is
essential to differentiate between those who participate in
strikes and those who go to protest gatherings, and the
organizers of these acts and those who go to open
confrontation and take advantage of the inexperience of
young people.

It is necessary to prevent the entry of emissaries from
the opposing forces into factories, their demagogic
influence on the workers and their inflammatory speeches
against socialism and the Communist Party.

It is necessary to concentrate all of our forces on
stopping the general strike. We must talk with young
people and other citizens about how the original student
demands—investigation of the events of 17 November
1989—together with the call for a general strike is
being realized. Added to that we must mobilize the entire
apparatus and party caucus, communists in national
committees, representatives and activists from national
committees. It is necessary to make an impact on the
members of strike committees. They are not united in the
question of the aim of the general strike. It is necessary to
take maximum advantage of each different opinion in the
strike committee to ensure the main goal—preventing the
general strike.

In connection with the dramatic developments in the
internal political situation, the activity of non-communist
political parties (in particular the Czechoslovak People’s
Party) 1s intensifying. This is resulting in their orientation
in the wrong direction, even though these parties are
members of the National Front.

Directly after the CC CPCz meeting it is necessary to
acquaint the functionaries and the party caucus with its
conclusions, establish a concrete plan, unify the commu-
nists behind the fulfillment of the decisions, explain them
and seek a wide public for them.

Jozef Lenart [in his own hand]
Secretary of the CC CPCz

[Source: SUA, UV, KSC - teleprints and letters, UV-0133/
89. Obtained by Oldrich Tiima.]
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DOCUMENT No. 4
Teleprint, “Summary of the Demands Made
by Opposition Groups Represented

by the Civic Forum,”
23 November 1989
UV-0144/89
FORINFORMATION SECRET

For addressee’s information only

Summary of the demands of the opposition groups
represented by the Civic Forum

We are providing a summary of the most frequent
demands of the opposition groups represented by the
Civic Forum. The demands are divided into three areas: the
judicial system, the political system and the economy. In all
three areas the demands blend together and complement
each other. Even when a few of them did not appear in the
slogans they disseminated at the demonstrations, it can be
counted on that they may appear in public or in a dialogue
with several groups in the following days.

A.The Legal System

An unequivocal demand is the full realization of
human and civic rights and freedoms in the spirit of the
accepted international agreements and commitments,
especially the modification of the legal regulations
(separation of the executive, legislative and judicial powers,
especially the constitution, criminal code, the law on the
conditions of detention, amnesty for so-called political
prisoners, abolition of the so-called undemocratic laws and
statutes, establishment of public inspections of security
organs and a decrease in their numbers, amendment of the
freedom of association and assembly law, the legalization
of opposition groups and the facilitation of their free
practice, the elimination of so-called persecutions and
discriminations of citizens on the basis of their
convictions).

B. The Political System

Respect for the right of historical truth, that is the
reevaluation of the crisis years 1968/1969, the
rehabilitation of the protagonists of the “Prague Spring,”
and the condemnation of international aid.




The demand to activate the society and the
information system (develop an intense dialogue with all
the social and ethnic groups in the CSSR and even the
émigrés in foreign countries in such a way that the
population would become a political nation with a pluralist
society, the legalization of independent periodicals, the
creation of objective information networks, to enable
plurality of opinion in education, liquidation of the state
monopoly on schools, the launching of broadcasts of radio
and television programs for believers).

Political changes stemming from the revocation of the
Lessons from the Crisis Development, [the resignation
of] all so-called compromised functionaries of normaliza-
tion, the removal of Soviet army units in the CSSR in the
course of abandoning the security component within the
framework of the Warsaw Pact agreements, the removal of
paramilitary and police elements from civilian life, the
abolition of the People’s Militia, an end to political and
cadre privileges. The extension of the separation between
church and state, freedom of activity for male and female
religious orders, the retraction of state control over the
church. The pluralization of union life, the independence of
unions from the state and the employers, the right to
establish “free” union organizations.

Further, changes in the Czechoslovak Constitution,
especially the retraction of Article 4, which establishes
the leading role of the CPCz, and elimination from the
constitution of so-called ideological concepts and
constructs such as “the working people, Marxist scientific
world interpretation, socialistic social and state leader-
ship, the leading role, et al.,” removal of the “indefinite
state sovereignty over one or another political alliance”
(basically a veiled demand for neutrality), constitutional
“demand for the right for national self-determination up
to an eventual split” within the federation, the new
delimitation of Moravia, and the return of the traditional
state symbols (emblem, flag, hymn).

The opposition further demands that the constitution
be expanded to include recognition of the Gypsies and
the Jews as nationalities, and to allow the free contact
“of minority nationalities with their people, the
supplementation of the system of constitutional court and
the system of administrative courts, the election of Jjudges
and their complete independence, the leadership of jury
trials and the institution of investigating Judges, the
possibility of private law suits against state organs and
their members, the institution of the rule that no one can be
forced into “military service” and the “establishment of
service of a non-military character” for consciencious
objectors. The shortening of the basic military service,
the introduction of a civil substitution service, a decrease
in the army budget and its publication, the humanization of
the military service, and the demilitarization of education.

C. The Economy

They demand radical reform of economic aid, the
introduction of autonomous forums of collective owner-

ship, plurality of different types of ownership, full renewal
of private enterprise in the sphere of trade, craft, small and
medium businesses, parts of agriculture and culture. The
introduction of family forums and long-term lease of land,
provision of long-term loans and material aid to private
owners, reconstruction of heavy industry with the removal
of false employment and preferences stemming from
adverse international economic relations.

In the last hours the following demands are
emphasized (the minimal program for the next few days):

. the recognition of the leadership of the Civic
Forum as a partner of the Presidium of the CC
CPCz and an immediate round-table negotiation;

. the creation of a new government of the so-
called Great Coalition coalition with the partici-
pation of the representatives of the Civic Forum
(i.e. all opposition groups), revived National
Front parties and individuals having informal

authority;

. the call for free elections with the participation -
of the established forces:

o the legalization of the activity of opposition

groups and the procurement of material means
for their activity (offices, etc.).

The research done by the Institute for Public Opinion
Research at the Federal Statistical Office in May 1989,
shows that a group of the people who were asked, en-
dorsed the following demands of opposition groups
represented by the Civic Forum. The demands in question
are:

. removal of the leading role of the CPCz - 32%
were in favor;

. change in the way the leading role of the CPCz is
implemented - 49% were in favor;

. pluralization of the union movement - 35% were
in favor;

. cadre changes in the leadership - 77% were in
favor;

. changes in the laws limiting freedom of expres-
sion, assembly and information - 59% were in
favor;

o changes in the system of elections - 60% were
in favor;

. changes in the evaluation of the year 1968 - 59%
were in favor;

. reprivatization of the means of production - 32%

were in favor.

In the research conducted from 22-24 November 1989,
88% (and 93% in Prague) were in favor of cadre changes in
the leadership, and 81% (and 88% in Prague) were in favor
of official negotiations with the opposition (meaning its
legalization).

A significant number of individuals questioned also



think that the next development of the CSSR (its political
system and economy) should head towards a system that
is somewhere between socialism and capitalism (47%). An
almost identical number of people think that it should go
the socialist route. In the polls conducted, the difference of
opinion between CPCz members and those not affiliated
with the party was not ascertained.

From the information of the CC CPCz from 26 Novem-
ber 1989, at 12:00 p.m., it is noticeable that the series of
demands found among party members is identical to the
demands of the opposition. Emphasis is placed upon:

o further cadre changes in the leadership of the
party (with more emphasis on the resignations of
Stépan, [and] Zavadil, and less emphasis the
resignations of Lenart, Knotek, Hofeny);

. a thorough analysis of the past with the assign-
ment of personal responsibility for the state of
society;

. engaging in discussion with the opposition;

. an accelerated elaboration and introduction of a

proposal for a new constitution of the CSSR, a law
on the freedom of association and a law on the
freedom of assembly.

In comparison with the information from the RC CPCz
from 25 November 1989, a shift has taken place in the
demands of the party members to benefit the demands of
the opposition (on 25 November only 3 of the 11 demands
included in the information were in agreement with the
demands of the opposition; on 26 November, 5 of the 10
demands were in agreement with those of the opposition).
It is obvious at the same time that in the workers’ collec-
tives the level of opposition to the general strike called by
the Civic Forum for 27 November is diminishing.

Conclusion

In public opinion, but also among CPCz members,
there is a noticeable growth of negative tendencies and an
inclination toward the demands of the opposition. The .
situation reveals that in the last few days a significant
weakening of the role and prestige of the CPCz in society
has occurred as a result of the belated reaction to the
developments and the ineffectively accepted decision.

The opposition took the initiative because of the
developments in the party. The decisive question will be
the correct formulation of the leading role and position of
the party in the social system, which must correspond to
the opinion and demands of the people. It is clear that the
Party will have to be a partner both in the National Front as
well as in its relations to the opposition (Civic Forum).
Should the corresponding measures and clearly formulated
party lines fail to be adopted, there is danger that the party
may disintegrate and will have diminished hopes of gaining
a significant portion of the vote in the next elections.

It is necessary to immediately publish the accepted
measures and conclusions from the dialogue, because the

opposition today can use the legal media (radio, television,
the National Front press). In the information for the RC and
DC CPCz it is necessary to on the one hand to accelerate
their flow, inform [everyone] without any delays on ali
events and decisions about the demands of the opposition
and their escalation, but, on the other hand, especially to
inform [everyone] about our positions and arguments,
through which it would be possible to react to the de-
mands. The RC and DC CPCz themselves must ensure a
political evaluation of the situation in the regions, includ-
ing the developments of local branches of opposition
groups and their demands.

(Tllegible name)

We are sending information on the conclusions of the
nation-wide party caucus which took place in Prague on 28
November of this year,

(Illegible signature)
(Tilegible title)

.77 28.11.89 11:40 (Illegible signature)

[Source: SUA, UV, KSC'- teleprints and letters, UV-144/89.
Obtained by OldFich Tima.]
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DOCUMENT No. 5
Teleprint, Information on the Conclusions of
Nation-wide Party Congress held in Prague,
28 November 1989

FORINFORMATION OF THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

125 11 Praha 1, Nébiezi Ludvika Svobody 12
Telephone 2199
Telegram address: UVKOMSTRANY

Praha, November 1989

Refer to in answer:

#UV-145/89 \ [
Issue: ' \

The Central Committee of the CPS, the regional committees
of the CPS, CPCz municipal committees in Prague and
Bratislava district (provincial) committees of the CPS, CPCz

The nation-wide party caucus which took place in
Prague on 28 November 1989 reached the following



conclusions:

1.The political directive for the plan of action of the
entire party over the next few days is laid out in the speech
of the Secretary General at the Nation-wide Party Caucus.
The program of the party will be prepared by the Presidium
of the CC CPCz and introduced for discussion in the party.

2.To acquaint every communist with the discussions
of the Caucus, and explain the conclusions of its
discussion and seek their fulfillment by communists and
other workers. To strengthen the unity of the party behind
the principles of socialism. Trust in the party must be
supported by well thought-out cadre decisions and not by
lack of control and certainly not by pressure.

3. It gives total support and trust to our leadership of
the Central Committee and its Secretary General, comrade
Karel Urbdnek, during the discussion of the current
problems.

4. The CC CPCz proposes to begin an analysis of the
entire forty-year period of the construction of socialism,
especially the years 1968-1969.

5. Engage in an active dialogue and cooperate with all
who want to build a socialist Czechoslovakia. This
[includes] those individuals and groups who are concen-
trated in the Civic Forum and uphold these positions. To
show at the same time the true side of those who, in the
- name of the citizens, try to break up the socialist leadership
of our CPCz.

6. To enable the members of the CPCz expelled from of
the party in connection with the developments of the years
1968-1969 to return to the CPCz, as long as they are in favor
of socialism.

7. The date for the [next] Party Congress was ap-
proved by the session of the CC CPCz for 26 January 1989.
If the situation demands it, call the congress earlier, The CC
CPCz will decide these questions. It is necessary,
however, to immediately initiate the preparations and to
responsibly choose delegates who will carry the responsi-
bility for the ensuing fate of our party and this country.

8. We refuse the demands for the liquidation of the
People’s Militia, basic organizations in the workplace and
the transfer of party property. The People’s Militia are not
aimed against our nation, but are necessary to prevent
sabotage and revolutionary attempts.

9. The main goal at the present is to secure the -
fulfillment of all the tasks in the national economy. To
ensure the continuation of production, supply, operation
of services and healthcare. The communists must lead by
example in these activities.

10. The caucus repudiated the random attacks of the
Civic Forum against the president of the republic, for this
function must be protected in accordance with our
Constitution.

11. The reminders which were introduced at the
nation-wide party caucus will be used by the Central
Committee of the Party in preparation for the emergency
congress and during the elaboration of the platform of the
CPCz.

[Source: SUA, UV, KSC - teleprints and letters, UV-
145/89. Obtained by OldFich Tiima.]
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DOCUMENT No. 6
Proclamation on the Establishment of
Civic Forum
19 November 1989

PROCLAMATION

At the meeting in the Prague Theater Club on 19
November at 10:00 a.m. the Civic Forum was established as
the mouthpiece of that part of the Czechoslovak public
which is ever more critical toward the policies of the current
Czechoslovak leadership and which was recently deeply
shaken by the brutal massacre of students who were
peacefully demonstrating. Charter 77, The Czechoslovak
Helsinki Committee, The Circle of Independent Intelligence,
The Movement for Civic Freedom, Artforum, Renewal,
independent students, The Czechoslovak Democratic
Initiative, VONS, The Independent World Coalition, The
Open Dialogue, The Czechoslovak PEN Club Center,
several member of the Czechoslovak Socialist Party, The
Czechoslovak People’s Parties, religious parties, creative
and other associations, several former and current members
of the CPCz and other democratically minded citizens will
take part in the work of this forum. The Civic Forum feels
itself competent to negotiate immediately with the govern-
ment about the critical situation in our country, to express
the actual demands of the public and to discuss the
solutions.

The Civic Forum wishes to begin such negotiations,
which should be the beginning of a universal discussion
on the future of Czechoslovakia, by a negotiation of these
urgent and ever more openly formulated demands:

1. That those members of the Presidium of the CC
CPCz who are directly connected with the preparation of
the intervention by the five members of the Warsaw Pact in
the year 1968 and who are responsible for the years long
devastation of all areas of our society, immediately step



down. These are, namely, Gustav Husak, Milo§ Jakes, Jan
Fojtik, Miloslav Zavadil, Karel Hofman and Alois Indra.
The pernicious politics of people, who for years refused
any kind of democratic dialog with the society, completely
legally resulted in the terrible events of the last days.

2. That the First Secretary of the Municipal Committee
(MC) CPCz in Prague Miroslav Stépan and the Federal
Minister of the Interior, Franti$ek Kincl, who are
responsible for all of the measures which the police have
carried out over the last few months against the peaceful
demonstrations of citizens, immediately step down,

3. That a committee be set up which would concretely
investigate these measures, find the culprits and propose
punishments for them. Civic Forum representatives must be
included in this committee.

4. That all the criminals of conscience, including
those who have been detained in connection with the last
demonstration, be immediately released.

The Civic Forum demands that this proclamation be
published in the official Czechoslovak media.

The Civic Forum stakes its authority behind the plan
for a general strike on 27 November from 12:00 p.m. until
2:00 p.m.,, called by Prague university students, and
understands it to be an expression of support for the
demands which it wants to discuss with the state leader-
ship.

The Civic Forum believes that its creation and task
corresponds with the will of the 40,000 current signatories
of the petition Several Sentences, and is open to all the
constituents and forces of society whose concern is that
our country should begin peacefully finding the way to a
democratic social order, and through it to economic
prosperity.

On behalf of the Civic Forum:

. &
Eng. Rudolf Battzk, Petr Cepek, Véclav Havel, Milan
HruSka, Prof. Dr. Milan Jelinek, Milan Kiiazko, Dr. Lubomir
Kopecky CSc., Jiti Kfizan, Vaclav Maly, Martin Mejstiik,
Petr Oslzly, Dr. Libor P4ty CSc., Jana Petrova, Jan Ruml,
Prof. Dr. Vének Silhan, Ondfej Trojan, Eng. Josef Vavrougek
CSc., Sasa Vondra.

Prague, 19 November 1989.

[Source: Ustav pro sodobé d&iny (USD), Akademie véd
Ceské republiky (AV CR), Koordinacni centrum

Obcanského féra (KC OF) Archive, file Dokumenty OF]

DOCUMENT No. 7
List of Goals by the Civic Forum,
26 November 1989

What We Want
Programatic directives of the Civic Forum

Our country finds itself in a deep moral, spiritual,
ecological, social, economic and political erisis. This crisis
is the result of the inactivity of the current political and
economic system. Almost all the mechanisms necessary for
society to properly react to the changing internal and
external conditions have been eliminated. For interminable
decades the self-evident principle has not been respected:
who has the power must also carry the responsibility. All
three fundamental powers in the state—legislative,
executive and judicial power—have landed in the hands of
a narrow ruling group, composed almost exclusively of
CPCz members. Thus the principles of a legitimate state
were overturned.

The CPCz monopoly on the occupation of all important
positions creates an unfair vassal system, which cripples
the entire society. The people are thus sentenced to play
the role of mere executors of the orders of the powerful. A
slew of fundamental human, civic and political rights are
denied to them,

The directive system of the central leadership of the
national economy has plainly failed. The promised recon-
struction of the economic mechanism is slow, ineffective
and is not carried out by the necessary political changes.

These problems will not be resolved by a substitution
of persons in positions of power or by the departure of a
few politicians from public life.

The Civic Forum is therefore pressing for these
program goals:

1. Rights

The Czechoslovak Republic must be a legal,
democratic state in the spirit of the traditions of
Czechoslovak statehood and in the spirit of the
internationally accepted principles, expressed above
all in the Universal General Declaration of Human Rights
and in the International Pact on Civic and Political Rights.

A new constitution must be worked out in this spirit,
in which the relationship between the citizens and the
state in particular will be revised in detail. This constitu-
tion must, of course, be only accepted by a newly elected
constitutional assembly. The enforcement of civic rights
and freedoms will be reliably ensured by a developed
system of legal guarantees. An independent judiciary must
also constitute a constitutional and fair judiciary.

It will be necessary to gradually make the whole
Czechoslovak legal establishment consistent with these
principles, and ensure that it will be committed not only to
the citizens, but also to the organs and functionaries of the



state.
We insist on righting the wrongs done in the past as a
result of politically motivated persecutions.

2. The Political System -

We demand fundamental, effective and lasting
changes in the political system of our society. We must
create anew or renew the democratic institutions and
mechanisms, which will enable the real participation of all
citizens in public affairs and at the same time will become
an instrumental barrier against the abuse of political and
economic power. All existing and newly created political
parties and other political and social groups must have the
Same opportunities to partake in the free elections of all the
representational bodies. It is assumed, however, that the
CPCz, will relinquish its constitutionally ensured leading
role in our society and its monopoly over the media,
Nothing stands in its way of carrying this out as early as
tomorrow.

Czechoslovakia will be an equal union of both nations
and all nationalities, observing the principles of a
federative state order.

3. Foreign Policy

We are striving for our country to once again occupy a
worthy place in Europe and in the world. We are a part of
Central Europe and we want to therefore maintajn good
relations with all of our neighbors.

We are counting on inclusion into European integra-
tion. We want to subordinate our policy toward our
partners in the Warsaw Pact and COMECON to the idea of
the “Common European home.” We respect our interna-
tional legal obligations while fully reserving our state
sovereignty. Meanwhile, we want to revise the agreements
motivated by the excessive ambitions of the leading
representatives of the state.

4. The National Economy

We must abandon the cutrent economic system. It
takes away the desire to work and wastes its results,
plunders the natura] resources, destroys the environment
and increases the total backwardness of Czechoslovakia.
We are convinced that this economic system is impossible
to improve through partial improvements.

We want to create a developed market, not deformed
by bureaucratic interference. Its successful functioning is
contingent on the breaking of the monopoly on the
positions in today's big businesses, and the creation of
true competition. The latter can only be created on the
basis of a parallel, equal existence of different types of
ownership and the gradual opening of our economy to the
world.

The state will, of course, retain in the future a series of
irreplaceable functions. It will ensure universal economic
conditions equal for all, and undertake macro-economic
regulatory policies with the intent to contain inflation, the
growth of foreign debt and impending unemployment. Only

the state can guarantee the indispensable minimum of
public and social services and the protection of the
environment.

3. Social Justice

Decisive for us, is that conditions be created in the
society for the development and the assertion of
everyone's ability. The same conditions and the same
opportunities should be provided for all.

Czechoslovakia must be a socially just country in
which people receive aid in old age, sickness and difficult
situations. An important precondition for such a society,
however, is a prosperous national economy.

Churches, communities, businesses and various state
volunteer organizations can contribute to the creation ofa
vivid network of social services. Thus the possibilities for
the assertion of a rare sense of human solidarity,
responsibility and love for one’s neighbor will be
expanded. These humanist principles are necessary for the
cementing of our society.

6. The Environment

We must all look for a way to renew the harmony
between the people and the environment. We will strive for
a progressive repair of the damages which we have
inflicted upon nature for the last several decades. We will
try to restore our countryside and our dwellings to their
original beauty, to ensure better protection of nature and
natural resources. We will accomplish in the shortest
possible time a significant amelioration in the basjc
conditions of human life: we will try to ensure quality
drinking water, clean air and uncontaminated food. We
will press for a fundamental amelioration in the system of
environmental care which will be aimed not only at
liquidating the current sources of pollution, but first of all
at preventing further damages.

We will, at the same time, change the composition and
objective of the national economy, and thus decrease in
particular the consumption of energy and raw materials. We
are aware that this will lead to sacrifices that will touch
every one of us. All this requires a change in the hierarchy
of values and in our lifestyle.

7. Culture

Culture can not be only something for the artists,
scholars and teachers, but a way of life for the entire civic
society. It must be extricated from the chains of any
ideology and must overcome the artificial separation from
world culture. Art and literature can not be limited and must
be provided many opportunities for publication and
contact with the public.

We will put science and scientific work in the place
where it belongs in society. We will rule out its naive and
demagogic overestimation, as well as its degraded position
which makes it a tool of the ruling party.

A democratic school system should be organized on
humanist principles, without a state monopoly on educa-
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Czechoslovak Regime Documents on
the Velvet Revolution

DOCUMENT No. 1
Czechoslovak Secret Police (StB)
Memorandum, “Information on the
Security Situation and Further Tasks in the
Struggle Against the Internal Enemy”
in the Period Preceding
21 August 1989

Information
On the security situation and further tasks in the struggle
against the internal enemy

In the period from the end of July to the present day,
information has established increased activity of the
internal and external enemy in the preparations of provoca-
tive and confrontational acts on the occasion of the
anniversary of 21 August 1968. The evident goal is to
compromise the leading position on the events of 21
August years ago and the politics of the Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia, and through a public demonstration of
[the enemy’s] own strength to manifest themselves as an
essential socio-political factor. The enemy’s actions
demonstrate increasingly pronounced tendencies toward a
transition from criticism to political activity aimed against
the principles of a socialist state. The actions of the 20-21
August should, according to the expectations of the
adversary, accelerate the fall and development of events in
the country with the aim of achieving their purpose.

One of the chief means of fulfilling [the opposition’s]
plan is the campaign centered around the pamphlet “A Few
Sentences,” which is being spread over the territory of the
entire country and which 16,500 citizens are supposed to
have signed.! The activity of the adversary necessitated
undertaking extensive measures. Legal proceedings were «
taken against the criminal act of sedition according to
paragraph 100 of the criminal code. With the agreement of
the municipal prosecutor in Prague, house searches of the
main organizers S. DEVATY, A. VONDRA, J. URBAN and
J. KRIZAN were conducted.? It was proven that Vaclav
Havel was the chief organizer and author of the pamphlets.
Documentation was obtained on the criminal activity of the
main organizers of the enemy campaign. Prosecution of
these individuals can be successfully carried out only in
the event that all of the organizers, including Vaclav
HAVEL, about whom there is also incriminating material, be
tried. It is necessary to consider the leveling of accusa-
tions and imprisonment through the perspective of the
developing security situation and decide whether to
proceed to trial immediately on the 21 August 1989.
Measures taken against the distributors confirm that in

most cases these individuals do not have any ties to the
organizers and that they gather signatures at the instiga-
tion of Western media (RADIO FREE EUROPE, VOICE OF
AMERICA).

Measures were undertaken on the entire territory of
the CSSR with respect to the distribution of pamphlets
and preparation for anti-socialist actions. In total 211
interrogations were carried out, 10 people were charged
with crimes according to paragraph 100 of the criminal
code, 76 people were charged with felonies according to
paragraph 6 of law #150/69 Sb., 13 were charged with
misdemeanors, and 15 were given a warning.

An analogous action, which was supposed to
intensify the atmosphere and bring about a split in the
ranks of the CPCz, was in the form of a letter from the
leadership of the so-called RENEWAL (OBRODA) to all
members of the party. The plan of the antagonist was
nipped in the bud and its spread was successfully stopped.
The original letter along with copying equipment was
confiscated and house searches of main organizers M.
HAJKA, V. SILHAN and V.KOLMISTR were conducted *
after the opening criminal prosecutions for the criminal act
of dishonoring the Republic and its representatives. A
warning was given to all those named by the municipal
prosecutor in Prague.?

On the territory of the Slovak Socialist Republic (SSR),
CARNOGURSKY, KUSY, SELECKY, PONIKA and
MANAK in particular are perpetrating enemy acts,
consisting of organizing anti-social appearances, instigat-
ing citizens to participate in them, and distribution of
materials abroad for enemy purposes, where they are used
in anti-Czechoslovak campaigns. Criminal prosecution for
crimes of sedition, specifically injuring the interests of the
Republic abroad, was initiated by an investigator of the
SNB (National Security Force) on 14 August 1989, and
the above-mentioned individuals were indicted. A
proposal was brought forth for the imprisonment of
CARNOGURSKY and KUSY. This measure was approved
by the general prosecutor of the SSR. 4

Within the framework of the preparations for the
August gathering, the so-called Independent Peaceful
Coalition began to organize a so-called silent march in
pedestrian zones daily, starting on 1 August 1989. Several
dozen people are participating in these marches, and their
numbers increase daily. Besides provoking the state
powers, the antagonist wants to activate the public,
confirm his own ability to act and disclose eventual
counter-measures.

The fundamental issue in the activity of the opponent
is the preparation for public appearances on 20-21 August,
1989. As the result of security measures carried out (for
example, prevention of a meeting of the Coordinating



Committee of Independent Initiatives—OBRODA, HOS,
CH-77, NMS, Ecological Section of CH-77 >—on 2/2, during
which forms of protest and the publication of a common
declaration were supposed to be discussed; prevention of
a meeting of the members of an HOS branch in Prague 4,
during which the concrete events for the anniversary in
August were supposed to be discussed; impairment of the
public acts of NMS, etc.), the opponents’ opinions about
the character of these acts significantly differ and are
divided. From the marginal (demonstrations on Wenceslas
Square with a clash with police—asserted for example by
the speaker of Charter-77 HRADLIK) through the “re-
strained” to the opinion not to hold any public events (for
example Jan Urban advises instead to concentrate on the
establishment of independent committees and penetrate
into enterprises and territories). A group of former commu-
nists united in the so-called RENEWAL [group] who refuse
to take part in eventual public appearances, likewise
endorses this last opinion, under the influence of under-
taken measures.

At the present time, the “silent march” variation of
demonstrating in the pedestrian zone in Prague on 20- 21
August 1989, dominates in the enemy camp. CH-77
together with other initiatives are inclined toward this.

Analogous acts are to take place in other towns, such
as Brno, Plzeii, Tdbor, Usti nad Labem, LitoméTice,
Olomouc, Chomutov, Hradec Krilové, Zilin, Bratislava and
Kogstice. It is possible to envision provocative
demonstrations also in other parts of the Republic. We are
dealing with the tactics of an opponent who does not call
directly for open enemy manifestations, but tries to create
the appearance of a peaceful gathering of citizens. The
opponent is counting on the creation of a tense situation
during a greater gathering of people, which will then easily
lead to a demonstration of spontaneous protest against the
politics of the CPCz.

Several other forms of provocative acts are also being
assessed, such as the distribution of the declaration by
Charter 77 and [the laying of] flowers to honor the memory
of those who fell at the embassy of the USSR in Prague, the
laying of a bouquet on 20 August at the statue of St.
Wenceslas, the laying of flowers where Czech citizens died
during the Warsaw Pact army invasion, the hoisting of a
red flag on Pradeda in Jeseniky® and the ringing of the bells
of St. Tomas in Brno.

The internationalization of the acts of the internal
enemy and the cooperation with its counterparts from PLR
(People’s Republic of Poland) and MLR (People’s Republic
of Hungary) is clearly increasing, and is constantly
acquiring more concrete shapes, from instruction and
consultation to organizing common concrete acts. From the
experience of MICHNIK’, BUJAK and others’ tmpact on
the representatives of opposing forces during their stay in
the CSSR in the beginning of August 1989, measures will
be taken to prevent their announced arrival in CSSR and
the prevention of their participation in provocative acts.
Analogous measures are also being taken against the

representatives of Hungarian opposition groups. Polish
Solidarity is preparing provocative acts on the borders with
the CSSR in support of acts in the CSSR.

In recent times the danger of the impact of the so-
called Democratic Initiative (MANDLER and co.) is
growing, and unlike CH-77, is principally oriented towards
penetrating into working-class youth and into the country-
side in order to try and create so-called alternative organi-
zations.

The so-called Czechoslovak Helsinki Committee sent a
letter to the Prime Minister and the general prosecutor of
the CSSR on 12 August 1989, in which it completely [and]
unequivocally accused the government of the CSSR and
the Ministry of the Interior of trying to incite a confronta-
tion with citizens demanding democratic renewal. They
allege that for example the campaign against the appeal “A
Few Sentences” developed into a direct “criminalization” of
this legal petitional act.

They further accuse the organs of state power of
trying to fabricate proof of a connection between a group
of saboteurs who commit arson in northern Bohemia and
“independent initiatives,” of which there supposedly is no
proof. Hitherto investigations unequivocally prove,
through witness statements and house searches, a
connection between one of the main defendants Jan
GREGOR and representatives UHL ® and CIBULKA of CH-
77. Witnesses have proven that GREGOR also visited the
representative of CH-77 Viclav BENDA’many times in
Prague. In his established correspondence GREGOR
expresses his resolve to fight by any means against the
rising socialist leadership and the CPCz, and his decision to
influence youth in this spirit. Despite the defendants’
denial of the charges against them and their refusal to
testify, there is further proof of the their criminal act of
sabotage, especially concerning the four main defendants.

From the contents of the above-mentioned letter it is
evident that it is the endeavor of anti-socialist forces to
shift the blame for the confrontational nature of the acts
and for the eventual decisive intervention of the power
apparatus against them, onto the Czechoslovak
departments Public Security (VB) and Peoples’ Militia
(LM)."° Through this they wish to show the “illegitimacy”
of the present leadership of the CSSR on the August
platform and to create an atmosphere which they expect
will result in the resignation of the political and state
leadership and in the installment of “temporary state
organs.” The foremost exponents of illegal structures have
decided to establish the so-called Czechoslovak civic
forum for coordination and [to create a) unified plan of
action, as a guarantee for the “creation of a democratic and
legal state.” Proposals are being prepared detailing the
nature of the activity of a “united” opposition aimed at the
factual assumption of power, in which they anticipate the
dissolution of the Federal Assembly and the establishment
inits place of a “temporary legislative assembly” which will
prepare and negotiate a new constitution for the CSSR.
According to the expectations of the antagonist, a new



government would subsequently be created, which would
consequently realize their idea of a legal state. Parallel

to this a plan is being worked out to create a new
“independent youth union,” in which independent unions
would be brought together, for example university youth,
working youth, etc.

A set of complex measures in preventive and
repressive areas is being carried out to frustrate the plans
and goals of the opponent.

Technical measures were carried out to prevent the
communication of news abroad by telephone by known
informers of the editorial staff of Radio Free Europe and
Voice of America. All meetings of the so-called initiatives
are being stopped with the aim of not allowing them to
unite.

In order to strengthen the effectiveness of security
measures carried out on the territory of the CSSR, the
FMZYV [Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs]'! took steps
toward the prevention of the arrival of visa-holding
foreigners who are presumed to partake in enemy activities
and for the prevention of the arrival of individuals
with enemy intentions from ZSS [Socialist Countries)
(specifically from Poland and Hungary). On the border
crossings measures [are being implemented] to prevent the
arrival of known exponents of Solidarity and the so-called
independent initiative from Hungary, who have come to the
CSSR in the past.

In the area of counter-propaganda, materials are being
distributed which document the enemy activity of the main
organizers, in order to discredit them to the public-at-large.

The chief exponents of the so-called independent
initiatives and known individuals from the enemy
environment will be under the control of the organs of the
SNB [National Security Force] so that they will not be able
to participate in enemy activities.

The course of action of the security organs in
collaboration with the LM [People’s Militia] in the event of
organized antisocial appearances is being elaborated in
several variations.

In the event that the so-called “silent march” takes
place, documents will be checked and individuals actively
participating in the organization of the SNB [National
Security Force] will be summoned. If petitions, verbal
attacks or spontaneous declarations of opposition against
the party and state leadership and the police of the CSSR
should come to pass, security units will be called in to
force out and disperse the crowd from the area.

If, despite these measures, a massive antisocial
demonstration takes place, disciplinary powers will be
brought in to carry out necessary decisive intervention and
restore peace and order through the use of technical
equipment.

The Emergency Regiment VB CSR {Public Security of
the Czech Socialist Republic] (1,200 informers and 400
members of the permanent establishment) and the
Emergency Department VB SSR [Public Security of the
Slovak Socialist Republic] in Bratislava (565 informers and

190 members of the permanent establishment) are the
decisive force of the SNB to be dispatched in the event of
mass anti-social gatherings in Prague. The technical
equipment of these organizations includes armored carriers,
water-canons and other emergency instruments.

Emergency units of the VB are being created and
prepared according to the possibilities and needs of any
given section in every SNB organization at the county and
district level. Within the framework of the CSR, the leaders
of KS SNB (including the administration of SNB Prague)
have at their disposal school emergency departments
which function as their reserves to be brought in as a
compact unit. All the mentioned emergency units are
thoroughly prepared to perform tasks and their prepared-
ness 1s good. During their preparation they collaborated
with the units of the LM in their exercises.

From the Border Guards a reserve of 720 soldiers from
the basic service and career soldiers with the necessary
technology has been created, of these 460 members of the
Border Guards are intended for Prague.

In individual counties and districts, {possible]
locations for anticipated mass anti-social gatherings are
being identified and intervention plans are being practiced
there.

Extraordinary attention in the preparation for the
protection of law and order is devoted to the capital,
Prague. Mass anti-social gatherings are anticipated
specifically within the confines of Wenceslas Square,
Peace Square, Old Town Square, on Letna [plain],
Stromovka [park] and Kampa [island]. Intervention actions
are practiced in these locations, but forces are ready to
strike in other places as well.

The operational staff of the FMV [Federal Interior
Ministry] was created for the leadership and coordination
of security measures. The responsibility for the preparation
and completion of tasks to protect the peace from attempts
to stage anti-social gatherings has been to the responsible
deputies of MV ZP CSR and SSR. Emphasis was placed on
the universal preparedness of the security forces and
technologies, preparations of individual variations and
placement and leadership.

The head of the administration of LM CSSR
announced extraordinary measures for the days of 17-22
August 1989. The focus of the tasks lies in the acquisition
of information and assurance of uninterrupted activity in
the factories. Heightened attention is being given to the
protection of stockpiles of weapons and ammunition.

Regional LM staffs have cooperated with SNB
organizations and are prepared for combined security
patrols during the above-mentioned period and
incorporation into security units with forces and
equipment determined in the plans for cooperation.

For the capital Prague, 10 troops will be prepared
specifically on bases destined for the local SNB administra-
tions, and 1 LM company for MS VB Prague. In addition to
this, 300 members of the LM will be prepared as reserves.

The chief of the General Staff of the MNO [Ministry of



National Defense] released a “guideline” for securing the
tasks in which he ordered the troops to prepare and detail
forces and equipment for the SNB in the calculations
determined in the agreement between the FMV and CSLA
[Czechoslovak People’s Army] before the redeployment of
the army.

The third degree of extraordinary security measures
[which has been] announced [MBO],'? does not yet
presuppose the deployment of forces and equipment of the
CSLA. Their usage is possible only under higher degrees
of MBO. Under the fourth degree, MBO soldiers are
brought in for combined patrols and part of the technology
is used. Under the fifth degree of the MBO, the guarding of
designated objects is added and the CSLA arranges the
planned security forces and special technology, which will
be brought in during the sixth degree (MBO). The law #40/
74 Sb. makes it possible for CSLA troops to be brought in,
according to which the minister of the interior of the CSSR
has the authority to enlist the members of the CSLA to
fulfill the tasks of the SNB after an agreement with the
minister of national defense.

The detailed technology of the CSLA include trucks,
connecting appliances, armored transports for infantry and
water canons.

For the capital Prague, 2,300 soldiers of the basic
service and career soldiers with the necessary technology
[already] have been prepared for service in the combined
security patrols and the security units. Furthermore a
regiment of tanks of the minister of national defense is
prepared to serve as a reserve (1,160 members of the CSLA
with necessary technology).

Conclusion: ,

It has been proven that the internal and external enemy
considers the anniversary of 21 August as an opportunity
to confront the state powers and to discredit the present
leadership of the party and the state.

The western media provides the necessary framework
for this. They try to draw a picture in the public’s mind of a
deepening crisis in our society which, according to their
prognosis, should result in its end, and, at the latest by
next year’s end, develop into a struggle for political power,
the removal of the CPCz from the leading role in society
and a complete dismantling of the principles of socialism.

They clearly, at the same time, count on developments
in neighboring socialist countries, especially in Poland and
Hungary to influence the minds of our people. They
concentrate primarily on the support and propagation of
the activity of illegal organizations and their members, and
simultaneously strive to prove that the party is not able to
lead the society and secure its progress any longer.

The activity of internal and external enemies is aimed
at bringing about the legalization of the operation of
opposing groups and their assertion as real political
powers in the societies, which, following the Polish model
forced the state leadership to a round-table dialogue. At
the same time one must not underestimate the influence

and long-term plans of the Roman Catholic Church. Its
political ambition was explicitly expressed by Cardinal
Toma3ek in an open letter to the government functionaries
and citizens of the CSSR.

The existence and activity of illegal organizations and
the prolonged and increasing influence of the western
media, especially the broadcast stations RADIO FREE
EUROPE and VOICE OF AMERICA, impacts in a negative
way on a segment of our population. Cases of anonymous
threats addressed to functionaries of party and state
organs and the National Front organization, of disrespect
for the SNB, CSLA and LM, and of verbal attacks on their
members are on the rise.

With regard to these realities it is impossible to rule
out the possibility that during the so-called silent
demonstration on the 20-21 August 1989, an atmosphere
will be created among the participants that could grow into
an open display of enmity toward the state and the party as
a start of a series of further acts planned during the course
of this year and the beginning of the next, aimed at
destabilizing the society.

This is the reason for the preparation of necessary
security measures for the frustration of their
confrontational plans.

’
[Source: A. Lorenc et al., T8/91 vol. XIX., envelope 1, #79-
84 (also vol. XXI, #2242-2247). Published in Czech in
Organizace a Rizeni, Represe v CSSR: Operaéni Staby
Generala Lorence 1988-1989, Edice Dokument Vol. 4/11
(Urad Dokumentace a Vysetfovdni Zlodint Komunismu

1998). Translated for CWIHP by Caroline Kovtun.]
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Information regarding the security situation in the CSSR up
to 20 August 1989

In recent days (Friday and Saturday) the so-called
protest marches, organized by the so-called Independent
Peace Association, have continued in the pedestrian zones
in Prague. Approximately 100 individuals attended these
activities. Saturday’s marches were video-recorded by
accredited employees of the British and Austrian television
company “V.”

Internally, “Charter-77” has been somewhat divided
over questions of policy and tactics in preparation for a
confrontational rally. The older “charter-77” signatories are



determined to stop any activities on 21 August while the
more radically oriented youth groups are contemplating an
open clash with state authority, even at the cost of
provocation. They have declared they are even willing to
allow themselves to be shot for their cause. Within the
internal enemy groups, a strong moderate center exists
which has been pushing for a peaceful demonstration in
the form of a procession around the pedestrian zone.

There are confirmed efforts by employees of Western
media organizations to incite [Charter 77 activists and other
to give] a confrontational character to the anti-socialist
rally of 21 August. To this end, they have been spending
time with and emphatically [trying to] convince individual
prominent “Charter-77" activists. The editors of the BBC
are particularly active in doing this.

Further, information has been confirmed regarding
preparations for the anti-socialist rally on 21 August,
organized by activists of the so-called Independent
Initiatives in certain cities in the western Bohemian,
southern Bohemian, southern Moravian, northern
Moravian, central Slovakian, and eastern Slovakian
regions. From the perspective of the internal enemy, this
has the effect of enlisting additional supporters for
demonstrations in Prague and in other cities. Their
common goal, among other things, is to aggravate as much
as possible [attempts by] security to intervene—for
instance, by organizing a scattered march through Prague.
The effort of the enemy will be to draw the attention of
security services away from Prague to other regions or, as
the case may be, district cities.

Appreciable activity in support of the so-called
Czechoslovak Independent Initiatives is being generated
by Polish and Hungarian opposition groups, which are
encouraging large-scale participation at the anti-socialist
rally, particularly in Prague. Their intentions have been
confirmed by the arrival of Polish opposition groups in
Prague on 15 August, which ensures that the activated
Polish groups can remain through 21 August. The
delegation even visited J. HAJEK* who familiarized them
with the “Charter-77" provision requiring signatories to
distance themselves from open confrontational acts and
reminded them that if they chose to remain until 21 August,
they were under no circumstances to portray themselves as
guests invited by “Charter-77.”

The Hungarian contingent has similarly organized the
arrival of their members in Prague to participate in the anti-
socialist rallies of the FIDESZ ( Young Democrats’ League)
organization, whose activists are preparing a
demonstration on August 21 in front of the Czechoslovak
embassy in Budapest, where they intend to hold the
protest. On 19 August, Hungarian radio broadcast an
interview with a FIDESZ representative who indicated that
alarge number of members of the organization would be
leaving for the CSSR to support activities through 21
August.

In an effort to prevent the arrival of individuals with
such intentions from Poland and Hungary, the necessary

precautions have been put in place at the state borders.
Thus far, 15 suspicious individuals have been turned back
at the rail station on the Hungarian border, of whom 14
were Hungarians and one was French. At the Polish
border crossings there has thus far been a total of 13
Solidarity activists and [other] suspicious Polish citizens
turned back.

In order to expose the aims of the Hungarian
opposition groups to organize specific unfriendly acts on
Czechoslovak territory, cooperation has been established
with Consul TABA at the Hungarian embassy.

In connection with 21 August, the Polish Solidarity
movement is making preparations at certain Polish-
Czechoslovak border crossings, for instance, at Vy3ny
Komadmik (district of Svidnik), Palota (district of Humenny),
for a so-called quiet, passive sit-in demonstration using
banners and signs with slogans. Participants are to sign a
written declaration calling for mutual cooperation with the
Independent Initiatives, the denouncement of international
aid from Warsaw Pact troops, and a declaration of support
for the anti-socialist forces in the CSSR. On 21 August at
4:00 p.m., on the town square of the Polish border town of
Cieszyna, a protest demonstration has been planned, at
which time a declaration from the Polish [Sejm] is to be read
denouncing the entry of Polish troops into Czechoslovakia
(according to Polish border guard intelligence organs,
security will be intensified in the above stated areas to
prevent Polish citizens from crossing illegally into
Czechoslovakia).

According to routinely gathered intelligence, one may
assume, as a consequence of the anti-Czechoslovak
campaign in the West and the anti-government
demonstrations announced in Prague, that there will be an
influx of tourists from the West. Within only the past few
days there has been an enormous volume of visas granted
to Italian citizens (totaling more than 440), at a time when
there was no reason to deny their applications.

According to intelligence gathered, members of the
Italian Radical Party plan to arrive soon in Prague with the
typical aim, as has been the case in the past, to elicit anti-
socialist provocation through the use of banners and
leaflets. This intention was even confirmed by the
president of this party, STANCERY], at their rally.

In the effort to thwart these aims, the appropriate
measures have been taken at border crossings as well as
general security measures for the territory of
Czechoslovakia. Each case of provocation by Italian or
other foreigners [who have been] granted visas will be
documented and will incur the appropriate legal measures.

Currently there are noteworthy efforts by certain
individuals to obtain weapons and bomb-making materials.
Nine cases with a total of 250 CZ parabellum 9 mm semi-
automatic pistols were distributed through PZO Merkuria
to Britain V. Upon carrying out an inspection of the
contents of the shipment it was discovered that a total of
30 pistols had been stolen prior to distribution to Britain V.
On 12 August, there was a break-in at the CSPA



[Czechoslovak People’s Army] ammunition depotinthe
community of Cakov (district of Ceské Budejovice), from
which a significant amount of plastic explosives, charges,
detonators, and other bomb-making materials was taken.
The perpetrators were discovered to be basic service
recruits L[...] Michal (born 1969) and N[...] Milan (born
1968), both from Military Unit 4445 of Ceské Budejovice[,]
and a civilian named K[...} Radek (born 1971) from Ceské
Budejovice. The motive behind the act is under
investigation.

Within the last two days on state territory there have
been more than 150 leaflets discovered, which have made a
particular call for participation in the protest rally on 21
August and the denouncement of the international
assistance provided in 1968; the majority were discovered
in the cities of Prague (33), Bro (26), Cesky Krumlov (20)
and Gottwaldov (19). This involves only those cases
discovered by NSC [National Security Committee] organs
and informers; the actual number is likely much higher.
During the same period, 15 opprobrious signs were
discovered at public locations and promptly removed. In
Brno, an unknown perpetrator made a telephone call
threatening the destruction of the MC CPCz building
(Municipal Committee of the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia).

Today, during the hours between 9:15 a.m. and 11:00
p.m., Mass was held at St. Vitus Cathedral. It was officiated
by cleric KORINEK and was not misused for anti-socialist
provocation. The departure of members of the congrega-
tion was recorded by the staffs of ARD [television]
(German Federal Republic) and ABC [television] (United
States of America), with the above mentioned staffs
conducting no interviews with our citizens. Attendance at
the first Mass celebration fluctuated around 1,300 individu-
als and the second around 2,000 individuals.

[Source: A. Lorenc et al., T8/9] vol. XIX., envelope 1, #79-
84 (also vol. XXI, #2242-2247 ). Published in Czech in
Organizace a Rizeni, Represe v CSSR: Operatni §téby
Generala Lorence 1988-1989, Edice Dokumentt Vol. 4/11
(Urad Dokumentace a Wsetiovdni Zlocini Komunismu
1998). Translated for CWIHP by Vance Whitby. ]
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Information on the security situation in the CSSR

After the unsuccessful acts of the internal enemies for
the 21 August anniversary, pressure in the enemy
camp was stepped up to perfect the organizational struc-
tures of individual enemy groups and to elaborate a
common platform.

At the same time the opponent is concentrating his
energies, besides the coordinated distribution of various
declarations, on the elaboration of a common strategic plan
of the opposition in the CSSR and the preparation of a joint
political party—the so-called Party of the United
Opposition. This was also established at the meeting of the
consultative group of the independent initiatives (the
representatives of the Movement for Civic Freedom (HOS),
the Czechoslovak Democratic Initiatives and KSP Renewal)
on 2 October 1989 in Prague. The aim of the opponent to
form a so-called Civic Committee also persists, The
purpose of these efforts is the creation of a representative
organ of the opposition and to bring the state and party
organs to a “round-table” discussion following the Polish
and Hungarian models.

Besides the efforts for integration, the tendency of the
internal enemy to engage official organizations in their
activity, with the intent of gaining their own legalization
and achieving a dialog between official and so-called
independent organizations, is becoming more pronounced.
It is possible to introduce as an example the efforts of the
“Independent World Association—initiatives for the
demilitarization of society” to en gage the Czechoslovak
World Organization in the preparation of the so-called
Helsinki Assembly for Peace and Democracy with a seat in
Prague (the origin of which is prepared in the first half
1990) and the efforts of the preparatory committee “Society—
for the study of democratic socialism” to organize an
international seminar on Socialist Internationales in
cooperation with Committee of the Czechoslovak Public for



Human Rights and Humanitarian Cooperation in November
of this year. .

The internal enemy is also trying to penetrate into the
superstructures of the society. This can especially be seen
in the areas of scientific and cultural intelligence, and not
only in forced petition signings, but also in the creation of
other so-called independent initiatives. An example of this
is the establishment of the initiative “MOST”," made up of
cultural workers which should also become the mediator of
dialog between the enemy environment and official
organizations, and also establish the so-called Circle of the
Independent Intelligence (KNI), whose goal is to create a
platform uniting scientific workers who are opposed to the
politics of the CPCz. Its efforts are concentrated on the
discrediting and disbanding of the SSM [youth union], and
the creation of a series of independent youth initiatives.
The evidence for this is the creation of the new “politically
independent youth union” in the central Bohemian region
and other places.

A dangerous phenomenon related to the coming
anniversary of the origin of the CSR and the effort to
activate high school youth, is the distribution of anony-
mous anti-communist letters from Prague addressed to high
schools. For now, this has been proven in eastern, south-
ern and northern regions. They summon the directors,
pedagogical counsels and SSM groups [youth unions] to
“a dignified celebration of the 28 October” and to the
elevation of the work of T. G. Masaryk. They condemn the
document “Lesson from the crisis development...” and rate
positively the intentions of the so-called Prague spring
1968. It is possible to assume that they will be gradually
distributed on the entire territory of the CSSR and broad-
cast in the transmissions of the inflammatory stations
Radio Free Europe and Voice of America, with the aim of
sending out their message to the widest Czechoslovak
society.

The internal structure of individual initiatives is also
gradually being strengthened with the aim of increasing
their ability to act on the entire territory. For example,
during the so-called conference of Democratic Initiatives .
on 10-16 September 1989, the group was further politicized,
reflected in the newly approved title “Czechoslovak
Democratic Initiative, Political and Social Movement”
(CSDI), the organizational policies and program contents.
The immediate goal was the expansion of the member base,
the strengthening of the organizational structure, the
establishing of local and provincial groups, and the
development of activity in thematic units and consumer
clubs. The realization of these goals is tied to the creation
of satellite organizations, working as sections of CSDI (e.g.
the student, ecological and others) with their own program,
making possible for them the future transition to their own
political organization. Proof of this are the intentions to
change, for example, the so-called ecological section into
the Green Party.

Several negative political manifestations in the activity
of non-communist parties in the CSSR are multiplying.

Right-wing and religious-oriented functionaries in centers
and regions are trying to bring about changes in the
positions of these parties in the political system indepen-
dent of the CPCz line and establish political pluralism.
These tendencies are especially marked in the functionaries
and member bases of CSL and CS8S.!5

During the realization of his goals, the internal enemy
is also counting on increased support for his activity from
the Polish Solidarity party as government and parliamen-
tary powers and the Hungarian Democratic Forum and the
youth organization FIDESZ as an organization directly
connected to the politics of the state with a decisive
influence in parliament, but also with the support of the
official institutions and personages of Hungary. The
contacts with several individuals and groups from the
USSR, especially journalistic and historic-theoretical
circles, with the representatives of so-called independent
initiatives are becoming especially important for the moral
support of the enemy.

The cooperation of the internal enemy with Western
political structures and official institutions is on a
qualitatively higher level. The official actors of the Aus-
trian SPO and the West German SPD are expressing their,
support for the activity of the so-called Society for the
Study of Democratic Socialism, which should gradually
change into assistance during the organizing of a party of
the social democratic type. Honorable awards from various
Western foundations have been given to the head repre-
sentatives of the so-called independent initiatives in the
CSSR, as an expression of appreciation of their “fight” for
human rights. An example of this is the award of “German
Publishers” with a grant of 25,000 DM givento Viclav
Havel, which is supposed to be used for the founding and
anti-social activity of the so-called publishing cooperative
ATLANTIS.

Besides the activity of the internal enemy, Western
ideological centers and emigrant groups are trying to
influence the Czechoslovak public and organize provoca-
tive acts even on the territory of socialist countries. Polish
Solidarity together with the Czechoslovak emigration is
organizing a seminar in the beginning of November this
year in Vratislav'® devoted to the problems of culture in
Central Europe, a part of which will be an overview of
“Czechoslovak independent and emigre literature.”
Underground concerts of Czechoslovak emigrants and
meetings with the representatives of so-called independent
initiatives are organized in Hungary by ideological centers.

The simultaneous activity of the internal enemy
nevertheless does not fulfill the expectations of the
Western ideological centers about the ability of the
opposing forces in the CSSR to act. There is pressure from
abroad on the Charter-77 and other initiatives to present
themselves in public more conspicuously and to “come out
of illegality” and politicize their activity, under threat of
ending their financial support. The nearest convenient
occasion for this is the anniversary of the origin of the CSR
[Czechoslovak Republic]. A concrete example is the



pressure on the representatives of CSDI to announce their
formation of a political party at the above-mentioned
anniversary.

The meeting of the speakers of Charter-77 on 23
September 1989 was supposed to prepare concrete acts,
but it was prevented. Vaclav Havel prepared the so-called
pronouncement for the 28 October!’ for this occasion, in
which the conditions of the first republic are idealized and
the legalization of the opposition, the end of the applicabil-
ity of the temporary agreement on the stay of Soviet troops
in CSSR, and the destruction of barricades on the borders
are demanded. Other groups are to prepare analogous
pronouncements. The endeavor of the opponent is to
establish from of these declarations a common position of
the so-called independent initiatives for the anniversary of
the origin of the CSSR.

A meeting of the representatives of illegal
organizations The Independent World Coalition, The
Movement for Civic Freedom and the Czechoslovak
Independent Initiatives on 3 October 1989 in Prague had
the same purpose. Among other things, it was agreed that
if they were not allowed to use any spaces for their
“celebrations”, they would arrange a gathering in the
pedestrian zone in Prague.

The speakers of “Charter-77" sent a letter on 26
September 1989 to the National Committee of the capital
Prague, in which they proposed allowing “Charter-77" to
organize their own “independent reminder of this state
holiday”, and for its implementation they recommended the
lease of a hall of the Radio Palace or Lucerna type.

The coordinating committee, made up of representa-
tives of from HOS, CSDI and Renewal, are organizing the
demonstration. On 2 October 1989 Rudolf Batték and
Ladislav Lis met with Dr. Martin Houska of the National
Committee of Prague, and they requested in the name of
HOS, CSDI and Renewal a permit for a demonstration on 28
October 1989 at 3 p.m. or 6 p.m. on an open space (Letnd
plain, Hvézda park, in front of the park of culture and the
vacation house of Julius Fuéik or the memorial at Vitkov).
In connection with this request, during a meeting at the
department of internal affairs of the ONV Prague 7 on 3
October 1989, they probed the possibility of obtaining a
permit for a demonstration on Letna plain. This program is
proposed at the gathering: after the opening ceremony,
several main Czechoslovak actors will read quotations
from Capek,® followed by the main declaration probably by
V. Havel with a demand for a dialog with the opposition and
free elections.

It is evident from the context of the activity of the
opposition, that through these requests it is trying to rid
itself of responsibility for eventual consequences of the
anti-social gathering, which they are striving for, and blame
the state and party organs.

The climax of the acts motivated by the anniversary of
the origin of the CSR is supposed to be a common demon-
stration of so-called independent initiatives in the center of
Prague on 28 October 1989. For now there are various

opinions as to its concrete shape.

Just as in August of last year the enemy environment
is counting on the presence of representatives of Solidarity
and the Hungarian opposition at the demonstration. A
meeting of the delegates of CSDI, “Charter-77”, Renewal
and HOS with the delegates of the Hungarian Democratic
Forum is also planned for this day to establish a common
committee.

Despite the efforts of the radical part of the opposi-
tion, represented by T. Hradlik, to concentrate enemy
powers in Prague, it can be expected that the acts of 28
October 1989 will cross over to other parts of the republic.
Evidence has been ascertained of the efforts of the
representatives of HOS and the T. G. Masaryk society to
organize a demonstration in Brmo on Victory Boulevard and
Place of Peace for the renaming of Victory Boulevard to
Masaryk street.

As evidenced from the above-mentioned facts, despite
the organizational measures and the continuing efforts for
integration, diversity of opinion and disunity on how to
organize the anti-social gathering persists in the enemy
camp. Especially prevalent are the fears of counter mea-
sures by state organs and the subsequent “'crash” of the
prepared acts, as was in August. The moderate wing of the
opposition is apprehensive of the radicalization of a
growing part of the group, especially young members and
adherents, which could lead them to a direct clash with the
state powers and even impede the long-term goals and
plans of the opposition. ‘

On the other hand they are well aware that the current
international and internal political conditions provide them
with a suitable space for such a gathering, and to not take
advantage of them could result in isolation and loss of
support not only from abroad, but also from the politicized
part of their followers, especially the young.

For these reasons with 28 August nearing, it is
possible to expect increased activity on the part of the
internal enemy trying to correct the “bad impression” from
August of this year.

The situation regarding the safe-guarding of the state
border of the CSSR was to some extent complicated by the
decisions of the Hungarian government on 11 September
1989 to enable citizens from the GDR to travel to any
country. As a result of this, the CSSR has practically
become a transit stop for them before emigrating to
capitalist countries. In total 3,288 trespassers were caught
on state borders in September 1989, 3,082 of them were
citizens from GDR. In September there were 9 [incidents of]
violent border crossings at passport control booths from
the CSSR to Hungary. In this period the attitude of the
Hungarian passport and border organs toward cooperation
with Czechoslovakia has worsened, since they refuse to
extradite the citizens from the GDR who illegally crossed
the border between the CSSR and Hungary.

After the state organs of the GDR decided on 3
October 1989, to put an end to GDR citizens’ [ability to]
travel without a visa or passport to the CSSR, the number



of individuals arriving from the GDR dramatically de-
creased. At the same time, however, the number of attempts
to illegally cross the borders into the CSSR have risen
abruptly. For example, just between 3and 5 of October
1989, 726 GDR citizens who had penetrated into the CSSR
in order to emigrate were detained. The situation calmed
down after measures were implemented by the organs of
the CSSR and GDR.

A difficult situation came about at the end of
September and beginning of August 1989, on the border
with Poland, where it was not possible to secure safe
transit for overfull international trains from Poland.

The delays frequently exceeded 10 hours. There

were also problems in clearing Polish citizens at the
Czechoslovak-Austrian border, where the waiting period
exceeded 8 hours. The reason for this was the unusually
high number of traveling Polish nationals and their strict
clearance by Austrian customs officials. More attention is
being paid to the situation on the state borders with
Poland, Hungary and the GDR, and necessary measures
will be taken according to its concrete development.

There is unrest among Czechoslovak citizens because
citizens of Poland, Hungary and in part the USSR buy up
consumer goods during their stay, especially the ones
imported from capitalist countries, mostly foodstuffs of all
kinds, but also clothes, footwear, sporting goods, installa-
tion and building materials, etc. Purchases of foodstuffs
reaching 1,500 Kcs are not exceptional. In some areas,
especially those close to the borders, it is becoming more
difficult to maintain fuel supplies and even certain essential
foods. As a result, our citizens are criticizing party and
state organs.

The public security situation in the CSSR in 1989 was
basically stabilized, and peace and order were secured.
Disciplinary units were dispatched only in the event of
provocative gatherings of anti-socialist forces in January,
May and August in Prague. Decisive cooperative measures
between other units of the security apparatus and the
People’s Militias brought the gatherings under control.
Several instances of disturbing the peace also arose during
sporting and cultural events. These, however, never went
beyond the city limits and did not require special forces or
measures,

Since the beginning of the year (especially in the first
quarter and before 21 August), a significant increase in
anonymous phone calls and letters was noted (in the end
of September the number exceeded 520), in which the
culprits threatened terrorist acts. There is a clear shift in
their intentions. In the beginning of the year in almost all
cases the destruction of objects or means of transportation
was threatened. Recently there have been a growing
number of individual death threats, above all [aimed at]
those who publicly denounced the enemy acts of anti-
socialist elements.

The anonymous threats were proven to be false
through effected measures. Finding the culprits has not
been successful, with only around 15% of cases closed.

More than 2.5 thousand flyers and 500 harmful letters were
recorded. They were largely aimed at party and state
functionaries.

The number of recorded criminal acts and felonies
increased slightly to a total of 135,234, with a constant level
of 80% of cases closed. Damages due to by the crime rate
rose by more that 64 million Kcs and exceeded 511 million
Kcs. The slight increase in the crime rate was caused by
the greater number of general criminal acts (2.3% more).
The biggest gain in the crime rate was noted in property
crimes, rising by 3.2%, with 62% of all such cases closed.
Property crime represented about half of all crimes commit-
ted in the CSSR. Breaking and entering sustained the most
striking growth, climbing by 8%. Breaking and entering into
apartments is increasing ominously, the number of inci-
dents up by 1,641 from last year, while the rate of cases
closed remains at 55%.

The number of violent acts remains at the same level of
the previous period, with 95% of cases closed. The number
of the most serious violent crimes has gone up, 2 murders
added to a total of 89 cases (with 96.6% of them closed),
and 54 cases of burglary added to 651 (with 87.6% of them
closed).

Out of the specific and key problems in the fight
against crime, the criminal relapse and violent crime
committed by Gypsies are rising, constituting almost two
thirds of all crime and more than one third of white-collar
crime. The slight increase in crime among young people
continues. They commit 16% of all crimes in general and
one third of all white-collar crime. Most disturbing is the
high rate of criminality among young Gypsies, representing
25% of crimes committed by young people, exceeding 40%
in Slovakia.

There is a very negative situation in the area of non-
alcoholic addiction. The number of addicts recorded by the
organs of the VB (Public Security) is close to 7,000. About
half are individuals 18-25 years of age, and some addicts
are even children 15 and younger, with 200 such cases
recorded. As a result of abuse of dangerous substances 21
people have died in an estimated period.

In total 21,877 cases of white-collar crimes and felonies
have been solved, but the documented damages grew by
79 million Kcs. and exceeded 250 million Kcs. The
investigative organs and economic organizations share
slightly less than 9% of crimes solved, although for the
most part they are infractions in the work-place. The most
frequent white-collar crime remains burglary of property in
socialist possession. The growing delinquency of work
bosses in the economic sector is evidenced in the
uncovering of 1,924 crimes against economic order (a
growth of 829).

The numerous extraordinary events are causing not
insignificant damage to the national economy. They
outweighed fires, traffic break-downs and accidents, and
mishaps of public rail transportation. The most frequent
cause of the extraordinary events is still the disturbance of
work procedures, not respecting technical safety, gross



violation of policies and regulations on work safety.

The number of traffic accidents have also increased.
There have been 48,912 traffic accidents, which is basically
at the same level as last year. The consequences are in all
indications the most dire. In all 589 people have died (up by
50), 2,619 were heavily injured (up by 401), and serious
damages have also increased. There have occurred 3,122
accidents induced by alcohol, an increase of 111.

+++

Preventive and destructive measures are undertaken in
order to suppress the enemy’s activity, frustrate the efforts
to unite individual groups and impede the enemy’s ability
to act, especially that of the organizers of enemy acts.

In the places of the assumed origin of mass anti-social
gatherings and in places with a concentration of enemy
individuals, especially in Prague, Brno and Bratislava, the
patrol units of the VB will be strengthened, with the aim of
preventing the distribution of flyers and stopping enemy
elements from participating in anti-social gatherings.

In all regions of the CSSR measure have been taken to
prevent the participation of the main enemies at anti-social
gatherings, especially in Prague. Analogous measures are
also undertaken with respect to enemies from abroad.

In the event of mass anti-social gatherings VB and LM
units will be ready to intervene for the use of more peaceful
means.

[Source: A. Lorenc et al., T8/91 vol. XIX., envelope 1, #79-
84 (also vol. XXI, #2242-2247). Published in Czech in
Organizace a Rizeni, Represe v CSSR: Operaéni Staby
Generala Lorence 1988-1989, Edice Dokumentti Vol. 4/11
(U¥ad Dokumentace a VySetfovdni Zlocintt Komunismu
1998). Translated for CWIHP by Caroline Kovtun.]
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The Security Situation in the CSSR in the period before 28
October

Characteristic of the developments of the security
situation in the CSSR are the increasing tendencies of
the internal enemy to bring out anti-socialist moods in
the public by means of anonymous letters and flyers,
particularly in Bohemia, in connection with the 71

anniversary of the CSR. The organizers wish to ensure the
widest participation of citizens (most of all youth) in
prepared provocative gatherings during which the
celebration of 28 October will be used to glorify T. G.
Masaryk and the bourgeois state.

The evidence for this lies in the continuing
distribution of anonymous letters in high schools in which
authors summon the people to the “dignified celebration of
28 October” and give prominence to the work of T. G.
Masaryk. Letters are gradually being distributed on the
majority of the territory of the CSR. In northern, western,
southern and eastern Bohemia and Prague flyers of the
coordinating board of the so-called Movement for Civic
Freedom (HOS) and the Czechoslovak Democratic
Initiatives (CSDI) are being circulated. They call for
participation in the “celebrations” on 28 October for
example in Chomutov (on K. Gottwald Square), in Plzeii (on
the Square of the Republic), in Karlovy Vary (at the main
post office), in Susice (at the monument to T.G.M.), in
Rumburk (in the park of the Rumburk Revolt) and in
Cerveny Kostelec (in the park at the square). The
organizers of the acts sent letters to the National Commit-
tees in Sudice, Nachod and Chomutov with a request for
permission for a “ceremonial gathering,” referring to article
28 of the constitution of the CSSR. The “Declaration of the
Charter 77 on 28 October”, signed by its speakers and
Havel, is being distributed at the same time (this has been
proven, for example, in Kladno).’

On 18 October R. Batték and L. Lis introduced in the
name of the illegal organizations CSDI, HOS and Renewal a
“communication on the event of a public gathering” in the
ONV in Praha 7. In it they inform [people] that on 28
October at 3:00 p.m. they are arranging a “ceremonial
gathering of their members and followers for the anniver-
sary of the origin the CSR” on the Letnd plain. After the
commencement Capek’s “Prayer for Truth” will be recited,
followed by the “ceremonial address” and finally the
national anthem will be sung. Afterwards, when the
stations Radio Free Europe (from 23 October 1989) and
Voice of America (from 24 October 1989) were broadcasting
announcements of the event the “independent gathering”
on the anniversary of the origin of the CSR on Wenceslas
Square in Prague from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., they revoked
their announcement for alleged technical difficulties
connected with such a public gathering under the “given
social situation.”

The exponents of illegal organizations in Brno M.
Jelinek (HOS and TGM Society member), J. Meznik
(prepared for the function of speaker of CH-77)and D.
Slavik (TGM Society member) are developing an analogous
action. They sent a letter to the department of internal
affairs of the MNV in Brno, in which they announce that
they intend to call a public gathering in front of the Janacek
theater in Brno on 28 October. Serving not only as a
reminder of the anniversary of the origin of the CSR, the
gathering is also supposed to vote on a resolution which
would change the name of the Place of Peace to Masaryk



confrontational acts.

For the prevention of wider distribution of flyers and
the recurrence of anti-socialist signs, an operational
investigation will be organized and the output of
disciplinary services will be strengthened.

In the future any meetings of the so-called
independent initiatives will be stopped to prevent their
unification. In order to prevent the transmission of
tendentious reports by telephone, technical measures will
be carried out against the known informers of the editorial
board of RFE and VA"

Necessary measures will be taken to prevent the
participation of known organizers and participants of anti-
Czechoslovak campaigns in the West, active members of
anti-socialist movements and groups from socialist
countries in acts prepared by Czechoslovak illegal
organizations. In view of the anticipated arrival of a larger
number of these individuals, they will be searched at the
border crossings and will not be admitted onto our
territory. The individuals who, despite the measures,
penetrate onto the Czechoslovak territory with intent to
participate in enemy acts, will have their stay shortened by
administrative means. In the event that the individuals’
participation in anti-social acts in the CSSR is proven,
charges will be brought against them in accordance with
valid Czechoslovak laws.

In cooperation with Czechoslovak media, particularly
those operating nation-wide, evidence of their resolute
offensive propagandist influence is prepared with intent to
discourage adherents and those sympathizing with illegal
organizations from engaging in anti-socialist acts.

In the event of a so-called “silent march” papers will
be checked and actively participating individuals will be
brought in to SNB departments. If it should come to
petitions, verbal attacks or spontaneous demonstrations of
opposition to the party and state leadership and politics of
the CPCz, disciplinary units will be called in to drive the
crowd out of the area and disperse it.

If despite the effected measures it should come to a
mass anti-social gathering, disciplinary forces will be called
in to carry out necessary decisive intervention and to
restore order through technical means, 2

[Source: A. Lorenc et al., T8/91 vol. XIX., envelope 1, #79-
84 (also vol. XXI, #2242-2247). Published in Czech in
Organizace 2 Rizent, Represe v CSSR: Operaéni Staby
Generdla Lorence 1988-1989, Edice Dokumentt Vol. 4/11
(Urad Dokumentace a VySetrovani Zlocinii Komunismu

1998). Translated for CWIHP by Caroline Kovtun.]
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Information regarding the development of the security
situation during the period of the 17 November anniversary

Internal and external enemy forces, with the aim of
eliciting unrest, emotion, chaos, and mass protests in order
to destabilize the internal political situation, have recently
been growing in intensity and peaked between 17-19
November in Prague. Most notable has been the misuse of
a student gathering on 17 November during the occasion
of the fiftieth anniversary of the burial of Jan Opletal **
Western media, including broadcasters from Radio Free
Europe and Voice of America, generated wide publicity for
both the demonstration preparations as well as the
demonstration itself. The goal was to provoke a mass
showing patterned after the demonstrations in the GDR
and thereby create strenuous pressure on Party and State
organs.

In connection with the preparations for the
commemoration of Jan Opletal’s death, there has been a
notably significant radicalization of some of the university
students in Prague. At the center of the political activation
of students has been the Theatrical Academy of Perform-
ing Arts (TAPA) whose supporters, in collaboration with
the Cultural Front, have orchestrated the main role in the
organization of pressure tactics. The TAPA student rally,
held on 15 November, cancelled, as part of its conclusion,
the activities of the Socialist Youth League (SSM) with the
justification that it does not have the right to represent the
youth as a whole. In addition, there were demands to
entertain questions regarding the role of CPCz leaders in
society. An analogous situation presented itself at a
gathering of University of Industrial Arts students in
Prague on 16 November. Additional student gatherings,
planned for this week, are intended to utilize the situation
to establish a new student organization—the Independent
Student Association, which is to generate activities along
the lines of the National Front.

Additional sources of the student political activation
are the so-called Independent Youth Society, headed by
Toméa§ VODICKA and Matou§ RAJMONT (both are



Place and to begin preparations for the erection of a
monument to T.G. Masaryk.

Even the activist Milan VIk of the illegal group Peace
Club of J. Lennon called on his fellow activists for a “‘silent
demonstrations” in Dé&in on 28 October. He is simulta-
neously organizing the distribution of a protest petition
against the imprisonment of “political prisoners.”

The plans of the anti-socialist forces from Hungary—
the Hungarian Democratic Forum which is in contact with
CSDI since last year—to take part in the “celebrations” of
28 October have been proven. On this day they plan to
effectuate a meeting of the “Commission for Hungarian-
Czechoslovak Cooperation” (established on 26 August
1989 in Prague by representatives of both organizations),
which will devote itself to questions of Czechoslovak-
Hungarian “reconciliation and cooperation.”

An anti-Czechoslovak activity aimed at discrediting
the CSSR for the disrespect of the plans of the CSCE is the
conclusion of an informal agreement between Hungarian
television and the American television company ABC. At
its core is their collaboration during the reporting of the
actions of the so-called independent initiatives in Prague
on various opportune occasions. The first act of collabora-
tion of both television companies is supposed to be the
participation in the anticipated demonstration on 28
October 1989, in Prague.

The leadership of the Hungarian Federation of Young
Citizens (FIDESZ) is pushing its members to “help” the
Czechoslovak independent initiatives on 28 October during
the organization of a gathering of citizens in Prague and
other cities. During a meeting of FIDESZ on 16 October, it
- was decided to send their members to Prague as tourists in
the same number as on 21 August of this year. A group of
about 12 people is supposed to be created which would
join up with several prominent representatives of “Charter-
71.” They plan to organize a swift and conspiratorial
courier service between Prague and Budapest to secure
prompt information about the course of the “celebrations”
for Hungarian media. Analogous activity should be
anticipated from anti-socialist forces in Poland. P

In relation to the up-coming anniversary of the origin of
the CSR and the internal enemies’ preparations of its
misuse, even the staffs of foreign broadcast stations are
being reinforced. The arrivals of other categorized individuals
are being registered, for example employees of Swedish,
French and West German television, journalists from Great
Britain, USA, Austria, West Germany and others, with intent
to gain information on the anticipated anti-social gatherings
in CSSR in connection to the 28 October anniversary.

In the above-mentioned period two American televi-
sion companies CBS NEWS and NBC NEWS will be
working in Prague. They want to capture the events around
28 October and inform the American public about the
“troubles” in CSSR with the aim of presenting them as the
continuation of the disintegration of the eastern bloc and
the unwillingness of the Czechoslovak leadership to agree
to a dialog with the opposition. They also plan to interview

the representatives of iliegal structures. The West German
television company ZDF has identical plans.

Through effected security measures, a meeting of the
delegates of the so-called independent initiatives (Renewal,
Movement for Civic Freedom, Czechoslovak Democratic
Initiatives and NMS) on 12 October was successfully
impeded. The meeting was supposed to prepare a common
declaration of illegal organizations on the 28 October
anniversary. During the measures for the prevention of a
nation-wide meeting of CSDI activists on 14 October 1989,
a declaration drawn up by the illegal “T. G. Masaryk
Association” and “DTSV - the southern Czech group of
the CSDI” for the 28 Oct. anniversary was uncovered.

Furthermore, in order to prevent the enemy’s ability to
plan acts before the 71* anniversary of the CSR, security
measures were carried out to:

* prevented a meeting of the leadership of the so-called
Organization of Eastern Czech Opposition, whereby
the founding of a regional organization of the “CS
public organization” as a basis for a new opposition
party was to have been discussed,

¢ prevented the plenary session of the “CS Helsinki
organization” (CSHV) in Prague,

* impeded the meeting of more than 50 people from the
Southern Czech region inclined to various illegal
groups,

¢ prevented the mass distribution of the flyers “HOS
Manifesto” (five distributors were prosecuted with
respect to this),

¢ prevented the arrival into CSSR of Polish nationals
connected with the so-called Polish-Czechoslovak
Solidarity - J. Janas, W. Maziarski, Jasinski and
Borusewitz on 19 October,

* impeded the protest gathering of “young radicals”
from so-called independent groups against the issue
of anew 100-crown bill with a portrait of Klement
Gottwald in the pedestrian zone in Prague on 25
October 1989, and assured peace and order in this
area. The gathering was filmed by the television crews
of ARD and ZDF.

In the effected security measures, in total 43 exponents
of illegal organizations were detained and brou ght in,
several of them repeatedly. Out of this number 23
individuals were given a warning by the organs of the SNB,
3 were given a warning by the head of HS KR and 5 a
warning by the investigative organs of the StB.

In cooperation with the prosecutor’s office warnings
will also be given to other main organizers of enemy acts
and activists of illegal organizations (planned for 23
people). In the period directly before the anniversary these
individuals will be under the control of the organs of the
SNB with the aim of preventing their participation and
contribution in the organization and coordination of
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secondary school students), and the so-called
Independent Student Society, centered on university
students, headed by Milan RUZICKA (Technical
University, VUT Brno), Radek VANA (Faculty of
Philosophy, Charles’s University, Prague) and Petr FIALA
(Faculty of Pedagogy, Charles’s Untversity, Prague). Both
initiatives, in terms of subject matter, began with a policy-
statement, from an appeal for a “few sentences,” and
proposed preparations to misuse the commemoration of
Jan Opletal’s death as an opportunity to denounce the role
of the CPCz, as well as the activities of the SSM, and the
political system of the CSSR.

In order to thwart this design, associative and
academic organs took measures to divert crowds from the
original rout from the Albertov Pedagogical Institute via
Charles’s bridge, §tepénské (St.), Opletalova (St.), to the
Main Train Station and the J. Opletal monument, to a rout
from Albertov to Vy3ehrad and made a public announce-
ment that the crowd was the result of a joint activity
between the SSM and unorganized students. In
consideration of the situation, the associative organs
brokered a compromise to the effect that the executive
member of the so-called Circle of Independent Intellectuals,
an academic named KATETOV, would make an appearance
on behalf of the independent initiatives. His address at
Albertov did not go beyond a policy-statement and was
not an openly aimed attack against the socialist structure in
the CSSR.

The official program was effectively disrupted by
whistling and the chanting of unfriendly slogans such as
“Destroy the CPCz monopoly,” “We want a different
government,” “String up all the communists,” “Destroy the
army, State Security, and the Peoples’ Militia”, “We don’t
want Jakes,” “We don’t want Stdpan,” We want a charter,”
etc. Organizers, in light of the development of the situation,
did not have the opportunity to establish order and secure
the proper course of the demonstration. After the rally at
Albertov ended, the participants broke up and reassembled
at Slavin® [cemetary in VySehrad], where the official
mourning portion of the commemoration concluded,
Afterwards, approximately 5,000 individuals continued in a
Pprocession into the center of Prague along the B. Engels
embankment, up Ndrodn{ t¥ida (8t.) to Wenceslas Square.
In response, Nérodn{ t¥{da and the neighboring streets
were closed by IS (Internal Security) peace-keeping units 2

By around 10:00 p.m., approximately 3,000 people had
assembled within the confines of N4rodni tfida, of which
only about 1,000 acknowledged the call to disperse and
leave the area. Those remaining lingered in the area and
began sitting down on the pavement in demonstration
fashion and continued to chant unfriendly slogans. Over
15 calls to disperse went unheeded and the participants of
the demonstration had over an hour to restore order to the
area. After the calls went unheeded, measures were taken
to suppress the crowd. During the course of those
measures, a skirmish ensued with some of the more
aggressive participants in the demonstration. After

intervening, 179 individuals were detained, of whom
approximately 145 were held for aggressive behavior
directed at the IS department. Shortly after 11:00 p.m.,
public order was restored. During intervention a total of 38
individuals were injured including one member of the SNB
(National Security Committee) and one US citizen.

On Saturday, 11 November 1989, a group of students,
primarily from TAPA and [VSE]® Prague, issued a declara-
tion condemning the intervention of peace-keeping units
and proposed a weekly strike consisting of university
students and pedagogues to push for the creation of a
special government commission to investigate the inter-
vention as well as other demands. In the effort to call on
students to implement a general strike at all theaters in the
CSSRon 11N ovember, in excess of 400 individuals
gathered at a production at the Realisticky Theater in
Prague.

In response to the call to theater performers, actress
Milena DVORSKA walked out at the E.F. Burian theater on
Wenceslas Square on the afternoon of 11 November 1989.
All Prague theaters and a few elsewhere in the CSSR (in
Liberec and Datec) responded by suspending their
performances and reading the invitation to the audience.

During the afternoon hours on Saturday 18 November
1989 a gathering of around 700 people gradually formed on
Nérodni tf{da, which had been closed. After calls to
disperse, the crowd broke-up prior to 6:00 p.m., with
intervention being carried out by peace-keeping units.
Ninety-six individuals were detained, of whom nine made
displays against the SNB department.

Elsewhere around the CSSR there have been no
reports of peace disturbances or public disorder.

In the effort to incite emotion, particularly among
young people, and to elicit additional protests, information
has been distributed by means of internal antagonists and
Western communications regarding the death of Martin
SMID, of the Charles’s University Mathematics Faculty,
from injuries sustained as a result of a confrontation with
peace-keeping units. This information was disclosed by
“Charter 77” signatory Petr UHL to Radio Free Europe
which repeatedly aired the information on Sunday, 19
November 1989. Leaflets were then subsequently
distributed providing information about the death with a
call for a general strike on 27 November 1989. Similar
leaflets were discovered in the northern Bohemian, eastern
Bohemian, and southern Bohemian regions.

A further attempt to instigate anti-socialist protests
and provoke the intervention of peace-keeping units came
to a head on Sunday, 11 November 1989 during the
afternoon and evening hours in downtown Prague. In
implementing the security measures, only the accessibility
and safety of the highway thoroughfare was secured;
peace-keeping units were not attacked.

On 19 November 1989, National Theater play-actor
Boris ROSNER and head actor Milan LUKES
instigated the reading of a resolution to the audience
during the afternoon performance on the new stage at the



National Theater in Prague, in which they expressed their
disagreement with the Security intervention on 17
November 1989. At the urging of LUKES, the theater choir
and those in attendance sang a theater hymn. Afterwards
they promptly dispersed. National Theater director Jifi
PAUER responded by closing the premises of the historical
building and the new stage of the National Theater and
cancelled evening performances with the justification that
the National Theater would not serve to organize illegal
gatherings. After director PAUER’s decision, actors from
the National Theater began to assemble in the National
Theater club where they decided to strike.

During the evening hours, CSSR cultural minister
Milan KYMLICKA visited the National Theater. In an
interview with the National Theater employees, he
indicated that the CST (Czechoslovak Television) news
would address the establishment of a government
commission to investigate the SNB intervention on 17
November 1989. Those present promised that as long as
the commission was established, the National Theater
actors’ club would rescind their decision to strike. At 7:30
p.m. all closely followed the CST television broadcast.
Because no announcement was made about the creation of
a government commission, National Theater actors, at the
urging of Boris ROSNER, undertook additional initiatives.
ROSNER, as the spokesman for the National Theater
actors, along with three other individuals, proceeded to the
front of the theater building where, after only a short time,
he was able to organize a crowd of approximately 500
people. ROSNER announced that the National Theater
would strike continuously until it was called off, the crowd
chanted the slogan “OUT WITH PAUER.”

On 19 November 1989, shortly after 10:00 p.m., at the
Jifi Wolker Theater, at the location originally determined for
the performance, theater employees read a declaration to
the audience explaining that the theater had joined the
protest strike as an expression of their disagreement with
the Security intervention on 17 November 1989. 17
December was determined as a substitute date for the
original performance. Patrons then quietly dispersed.

A petition denouncing the SNB intervention was also
read at the Komorn{ Theater in Plzefi, where [OBRODA]
branch members Stanislav NEDVED and Frantidek
JURICKA were seated in the auditorium. Similarly, the
planned performance did not materialize.

During the evening hours of the same day, a “public
discussion forum” took place in the actors’ club in Prague
involving the most important opposition group supporters,
representatives of the Cultural Front, and university
students. The actors’ club was filled to capacity, including
the vestibule, where others followed the course of the
forum on a video display monitor. Included among the
viewers in the vestibule were well-known actors such as
HANZLIK, BREJCHOVA, KANYZA, Josef DVORAK, and
others.

The goal of this forum was to unify the independent
initiatives and compose joint declarations, which are to be

presented to the government of the CSSR by 10 representa-
tives on 20 November 1989. The forum was conducted by
Viclav HAVEL who addressed the declaration and put the
various alternatives to a vote, and he then read and spoke
favorably of the outcome. During the course of the
discussion, appearances were also made by well-known
independent group advocates including BATTEK,
KANTUREK, HRADILEK, VONDRA, and others.

Similarly, an unidentified TAPA student emerged to
read a declaration from the TAPA students. The declara-
tion amounted to an ultimatum for the removal of the CSSR
minister of the interior, the investigation and prosecution of
subordinates who were involved in the intervention of 17
November 1989, the abolition of stipulations regarding the
leadership role of the Party in the system, and the resigna-
tion of the current representatives of the Party and State.
On 20 November 1989 a coordinating student body is to be
created at the TAPA faculty, which is supposed to guaran-
tee the distribution of this declaration and thereby aid in
the actualization of the general strike on 27 November.

Viclav HAVEL supported the student declaration by
suggesting that the coordinating committee supporting the
forum should meet daily in some of the Prague theaters in
order to direct and organize the student strikes; theaters,
which are to similarly strike, would be open, however,
discussion clubs would be held in place of the
performances. ‘

The aim of university students in the next few days is
to travel around to various locations around the CSSR to
publicize and popularize the stated declaration in the effort
to convert the youth in secondary and vocational schools.

The forum was essentially divided by two differing
opinions. A significantly smaller camp asserted the
opinion that in essence a dialogue with the current ,
government could be entertained provided certain changes
were made, the most important of which they considered to
be the resignation of comrades Jakes, §tépé.n, Zavadil,
Hoffmann, Indra, and Fojtik. A notably stronger group
represented by HAVEL, BATTEK, and KANTUREK and
the university student representatives, was against
dialogue in any form and supported an open confrontation
with the powers of the State. Both groups decided on the
unconditional abolition of the principle of a leading role of
the Party, anchored in the institution.

The forum culminated with a declaration read and
submitted for approval by Viclav HAVEL. This
declaration, filled with comments from the discussion
forum, will be submitted to the State organs. After singing
a state hymn the participants of the forum dispersed.

Conclusion

The development of events proves that internal
enemies, with foreign support, have crossed-over to a
frontal, and from their perspective, decisive attack in the
effort to further their own political goals after the pattern
exhibited by Poland and Hungary. To this end, it has been
decided to actualize and utilize all reasonable means,



primarily abusing the youth for pressure tactics. These
events, according to the plans of the enemy, together with
the expected economic difficulties and foreign pressure for
political change, should be the beginning of a quick series
of successive events resulting in principle political change
in the CSSR.

ViclavNOVOTNY
Chief of the Secretariat of the FMI Operation Staff

To be obtained by:

RA (Regional Administration»SNB Chiefs — Ceské
Budejovice, Plzefi, Usti nad Labem, Hradec Kralové, Brno,
Ostrava, Banskd Bystrica, KoSice;

S (Slovak) SNB Chief main m. Bratislava, XII. S SNB;
(Ministry of the Interior and Environment CSR, SSR.

[.]

[Source: UDV Archive. Documentation in connection
with DMM (Defense Mobilization Measures) announce-
ments at the occasion of thel7 November 1989 celebra-
tions. Collection list corresponding to OV-00174/5-89.—
Type-written copy. Translation for CWIHP by Vance
Whitby. ]

116,516 citizens signed the petition “A Few Sen-
tences” of 8 August 1989.

? Alexandr Vondra—Signator and Spokesperson for
Charter 77, organized demonstrations in J anuary 1989 and
was imprisoned for his participation in the “A Few Sen-
tences” campaign. Co-founder and leading member of Civic
Forum. From 1990-92, foreign policy advisor to President
Vacldv Havel, 1996 negotiator of the Czech-German Accords,
Ambassador to the United States, Spring 1997-present.

Jan Urban—Signator of Charter 77, founder of
underground publication Lidove Noviny and active leader
in Civic Forum. .

*Jan Carnogursky—A trial lawyer who defended
dissidents until 1981, when the authorities forbid him trial
work. C‘arnogursky organized independent Catholic
activists, became a leader of Slovak dissidents, was
arrested in 1989, and was released after the events of 17
November. He became First Vice Premier of an independent
Czechoslovakia and in 1991 became Prime Minister of the
Slovak government. Carnogursky was defeated by Meciar.

*M. Kusy was released from prison on 10 June 1989, J.
Carnogursky only in November 1989.

* HOS-—Hnutiza Ob&anskov Svobodu (Movement for
Civic Freedom)

NMS-—Nez4vislé mirové sdruZef (Independent Peace
Action)

®Pradeda in Jeseniky—The Pradeda is the name of one
of the peaks in the Jeseniky mountains, located in northern
Moravia.

7 Adam Michnik—A founder of the Polish dissident
group KOR (the Worker’s Defense Committee) in 1976, a
lecturer at the “Flying University” and advisor to Solidarity
trade union during the 1980s, Michnik was frequently
imprisoned (1981-84 and 1985-86). A negotiator for
Solidarity at the Roundtable talks with the Polish govern-
ment in 1989, Michnik served in the first non-communist
Sejm (1989-91) and co-founded one of the first free Polish
newspapers Gazeta Wyborcza.

® Petr Uhl—After the Prague Spring, Uhl became the
leader of the illegal “Movement of Revolutionary Youth”
and was jailed from 1969-73 for his activities. One of the
first signatories of the Charter 77, Uhl helped found
VONS—Committee for the Defense of the Unjustly
Prosecuted—one of the first significant dissident groups.
Arrested with Havel, Dienstbier and Benda, he was jailed
again from 1979-84, from 1984-89 he worked as a dissident
Jjournalist.

? Vacldv Benda—A devout Catholic layman, active in
VONS and served twice as spokesman of Charter 77, he
was imprisoned and served a manual labor sentence. His
writings focused on Catholicism and politics, and the
sphere of morality in politics. After 1989, a founder and
chairman of the Christian Democratic Party in the indepen-
dent Czechoslovakia which in 1995 merged into Vacldv
Klaus Civic Democratic Party. He later served as a Senator
of the Czech Republic.

' VB-Vefejnd Bezpe&nost (Public Security, the regular
police like traffic, criminal , etc. under control of SNB).

LM-Lidové Milice (the People’s Militia, party-
controlled para-military “worker’s” police).

' FMVZ-Federalni Ministerstvo Zahrani&nich Vecsi
(Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs).

*? MBO-Mimotadni Bezpe&nostni Opatfeni (Extraor-
dinary Security Measures). :

" Jif{ Hdjek-A leading figure in the Communist Party
from 1948 through the 1950’s and Minister of Foreign
Affairs under Dub¢ek, Héjek was dismissed from the party
in 1969. A dedicated socialist even after the Prague Spring,
he was one of the first three spokesman of Charter 77.

“Editor’s Note—in Czech, the word “most” means
bridge. This organization was clearly to serve a bridging
function between groups.

s Ceskoslovensk4 Strana Socialisticka (Czechoslo-
vak Socialist Party) and Ceskoslovensk4 Strana Lidové
(Czechoslovak People’s Party)—two of the smaller pol-
itical parties that were part of the official “National Front.”

' Wroctaw——a city in Poland near the border with
Czechoslovakia.

'"The first Czechoslovak Republic was founded in
Prague by official declaration of the Czech National Council
on 28 October 1989. This day was subsequently celebrated
as the national independence day until the Communist
takeoverin 1948,

18K arel Capek, well-known author of numerous short
stories, political observer, journalist, friend of President
T.G. Masaryk (1890-1938).
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“We Are the Opponents of Violence ... We Want to Live
as Dignified and Free People”

Civic Forum Documents,
1989

_ DOCUMENT No. 1
The Civic Forum’s Exposition of its Position
in Public Life with a Call for Noaviolence,
Tolerance and Dialogue,

Prague, 20 November 1989

The Civic Forum is not a political party, nor an
organization which accepts members. It is an absolutely
open society of people who feel themselves responsible
for the positive resolution of the untenable political
situation, wanting to unite the forces of all the honest and
democratically-minded citizens—artists, students, workers
and all people of good will. It was established spontane-
ously in the presence of all the groups which on Sunday,
11 November, took part in an independent social activity.
We consider this representation of the people to be
competent to negotiate with responsible political authori-
ties. We are, therefore, after an objective plan of action,
not violence. We do not want crudeness. We appeal to the
members of the police, the army, the militia, to refuse
brutality and repression of the will of the people. As long
as in reality nobody was killed during the harsh interven-
tion of uniformed units, we are all happy, but this does not
mean that there did not occur massacres, injuries and
bloodshed. Various wild rumors and willfully dissemi-
nated misinformation are multiplying. Let us not succumb
to them! We ask all citizens to act responsibly, humanely,
tolerantly and democratically. Let us lead our common
goal, as much as it is in our power, to a good conclusion.
Let us persist and let us not give up!

[Source: Informational Service #2, 21 November 1 989, ¢
D-1. Published in Czech in Jiri Suk. Obganské Forum.
Institute for Contemporary History, Prague, 1989.
Translated for CWIHP by Caroline Kovtun.]

*hk

DOCUMENT No. 2
The Civic Forum’s Position on the
Negotiations of its Representatives with
Prime Minister Ladislav Adamec,
Prague, 21 November 1989

Part of today’s declaration of the government of the
CSSR also [contained] information on the meeting of

Prime Minister [Ladislav] Adamec' with the representatives
ofthe Civic Forum [CF].

The government understood the negotiations to be the
beginning of a dialogue and interpreted them in the sense
that even this event is testimony to the government’s effort
to decisively resolve the rising crisis situation. According
to the government, this dismisses the reasons for the
organization of strikes and demonstrations.

We proclaim: The meeting between the CF’s repre-
sentatives and L. Adamec was merely of an informational
character, and therefore could not in any way influence
our positions. The CF unequivocally supports the strikes
of the students, theater artists, sculptors and painters, and
supports the call for a general strike on 27 November as
well.

We want to contribute to the eventual dialogue by
sharing the responsibility of establishing committees
which would represent the broadest public and would
initiate negotiations on four of the demands of the funda-
mental declaration of the Civic Forum.?

Prague, 21 November 1989.

[Source: Ustav pro sodobé d&jiny (USD), Akademie ved
Ceské republiky (AV CR), Koordinacni centrum
Obcanského fora (KC OF) Archive, file Dokumenty OF —
copy of the computer print. Translated by Caroline

Kovtun.]

DOCUMENT No. 3
Letter from the Civic Forum to
US President George Bush and
USSR General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev,
21 November 1989

Dear Sirs!

On 19 November 1989, the Civic Forum, which feels
itself responsible to act as the mouthpiece of the Czecho-
slovak public, was established in Prague. In a demonstra-
tion by the Prague populace, attended by hundreds of
thousands of people on Wenceslas Square, the Civic
Forum gained a consensus of opinion and therefore is
turning to you also in the name of these people.

The Soviet government has announced a policy of
non-involvement in connection with the democratic



movements in Eastern Europe. We must warn you that in
the case of Czechoslovakia, this policy in reality means
support for the political leadership which was installed in
the year 1968 by forceful intervention, and which, during
the course of twenty years of rule, has absolutely discred-
ited itself. One of the demands of the mass demonstration
on 21 November was precisely the removal of these
politicians from the political scene.

Dear Sirs, we are of the opinion that the past interven-
tion into Czechoslovak internal events in the year 1968
should be condemned and decried as an unlawful en-
croachment. The silence surrounding the intervention in
August de facto means entanglement into Czechoslovak
internal conditions. We besiege you to pay attention to this
question during your negotiations; it is not only important
for Czechoslovakia these days, but also for all of Europe.

The Civic Forum
In Prague on 21 November 1989

[Source: Informational Service #2, 21 November 1989,
p.1. Published in Czech in Jifi Suk. Obcanské Férum.

Institute for Contemporary History, Prague, 1989.
Translated for CWIHP by Caroline Kovtun.]
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DOCUMENT No. 4
The Declaration of Civic Forum
Representative Vaclav Havel on
Wenceslas Square, Prague,

23 November 1989, 4 p.m.
The Declaration of The Civic Forum

After twenty years Czechoslovakia once again finds
itself at a historical intersection thanks to the people’s
movement, to which all generations and segments of the
population and the majority of the still existing social
organizations are quickly adding themselves. This
movement is a movement of both of our nations. Its
mouthpiece has spontaneously become the Civic Forum,
which today is the real representative of the will of the
people. Its natural component has become the well-
organized student movement, which, through its protest
demonstration, gave us the impulse for dramatic social
movement. Within it work all the current independent
initiatives, artistic unions headed by the theater—the first
to be in solidarity with the students—and the renewed
currents in the National Front, including many former and
current members of the CPCz. The Catholic Church
supported the Civic Forum through the words of the
cardinal, and other churches in Czechoslovakia. Anyone
who agrees with its demands is joining, and may join, the
Civic Forum.

The Civic Forum is prepared to secure a dialogue
between the public and the present leadership immediately
and has at its disposal qualified forces [from] all areas of
society, capable of carrying out a free and objective
dialogue about real paths toward a change in the political
and economic conditions in our country.

The situation is open now, there are many opportuni-
ties before us, and we have only two certainties.

The first is the certainty that there is no return to the
previous totalitarian system of government, which led our
country to the brink of an absolute spiritual, moral,
political, economic and ecological crisis.

Our second certainty is that we want to live in a free,
democratic and prosperous Czechoslovakia, which must
return to Europe, and that we will never abandon this
ideal, no matter what transpires in these next few days.

The Civic Forum calls on all citizens of Czechoslova-
kia to support its fundamental demands by the demonstra-
tion of a general strike declared for Monday, 27 November
1989, at noon. Whether our country sets out in a peaceful
way on the road to a democratic social order, or whether
an isolated group of Stalinists, who want at any price to
preserve their power and their privileges disguised as
empty phrases about reconstruction will conquer, may
depend upon the success of this strike.

We challenge the leadership of this country to grasp
the gravity of this situation, rid themselves of compro-
mised individuals and prevent all eventual efforts for a
violent revolution.

We call on all the members of the ruling party to join
the citizenry and respect its will.

We challenge all the members of the People’s Militias
to not come out violently against their comrade workers
and thus spit upon all the traditions of worker solidarity.

We challenge all the members of the Police to realize
that they are first and foremost human beings and citizens
of this country and only second subordinate to their
superiors.

We challenge the Czechoslovak People’s Army to
stand on the side of the people and, if necessary, to come
out in its defense for the first time.

We call on the public and the governments of all
countries to realize that our homeland is from time
immemorial the place where European and world confron-
tations have begun and ended, and that in our country it is
not only its fate which is at stake, but the future of all of
Europe. We therefore demand that they support in every
way the people’s movement and the Civic Forum.

We are opponents of violence; we do not want
revenge; we want to live as dignified and free people, who
have the right to speak for the fate of their homeland and
who also think of future generations.

The Civic Forum
23 November 1989



[Source:USD AV CR, KC OF Archive, file Dokumenty
OF—copy of the computer print. Translated by Caroline

Kovtun.]

DOCUMENT No. 5
Draft Thesis of the Program of
the Civic Forum,

Prague, 24 November 1989

Program of the Civic Forum
(First draft thesis, 24 November 1989)

Czechoslovak society is going through a deep crisis.
This crisis is displayed primarily:
l. In the disregard of several human rights,
especially the right of free assembly and association,
the right of free expression of opinion, and the right to
partake in the decisions of public affairs.
2. Inthe continuing disillusionment of society, the
unsteadiness of moral values, the erosion of the
meaning of truth and knowledge, education and
rationality, dialogue and tolerance, that is values
which have been in European culture for thousands of
years; this process is accompanied by actual or
internal emigration, corruption, orientation towards
consumerism and other undesirable phenomena.
3. Inthe emptiness of a great part of official culture.
4. In the decrease in the level of culture and
education, which is especially pronounced when
compared internationally.
5. In the rapidly worsening quality of the
environment, connected to the devastation of natural
resources, the contamination of drinking water and
comestibles by parasitic, harmful substances; through
this the most basic human right, the right to life, is
violated.
6. In the worsening state of health of the
Czechoslovak population and the endangerment of its
ability to reproduce.
7. In the backwardness of Czechoslovak science in
many scientific fields and applied areas.
8. In the decline of the total innovational activity in
the society.
9. In the decreasing effectiveness of the
Czechoslovak economy and the growth of foreign and
especially internal debt.
10. In the rising alienation between individual and
social groups; the alienation between ordinary citizens
and the ruling group is reaching Kafkaesque
proportions.
11. In the abuse of the means of force against the
citizens, which we were reminded of once again with
the intervention of “disciplinary forces” on 17

&

November 1989, in Prague.
12. In the worsening of the overall position of
Czechoslovakia in the international community.

All these introduced, deeply disturbing phenomena
bear witness to the impairment of the ability of our society
to control effectively our development; [they] are
testimonies to the unsuitable current political and
economic system. In the society almost all corrective
feedback, which is essential for effective reaction to the
fast-changing internal and external conditions, has been
impaired. For long decades, the simple principle of the
symmetry between authority and responsibility has not
been respected: those in the state who attribute every
executive authority to themselves, do not feel themselves
to be responsible for the effected and missed decisions and
refuse to settle accounts with the nation for their actions.
All three fundamental powers of the state: legislative
power, executive and judicial (regulatory), have come into
the hands of a narrow ruling group, composed almost
exclusively of CPCz members. This struck at the very
foundations of a lawful state. The ruling group does not
tespect its own laws and international agreements not only
in the area of human rights, but not even in other, wholly
non-political spheres-—an example of this can be the
systematic violation of laws on environmental protection.

The practice of the nomenclature of the CPCz,
consisting of the placement of leading workers in all
important places, creates a vassal system which cripples
the entire society. The citizens were thus degraded to the
position of a common mob, who are denied basic political
rights.

The directive system of the central leadership of the
national economy has reached the limits of its potential.
The promised reconstruction of the economic mechanism
is without results and proceeds slowly. It is not
accompanied by political changes, which undermines its
effectiveness. A solution to these problems cannot be the
simple exchange of seats in the positions of power or the
resignation of several of the most compromised politicians
from public life. It is necessary to make fundamental,
effective and lasting changes in the political and economic
system of our society. The basis of this must be newly
created or renewed democratic institutions, which would
enable real—not just proclaimed—citizen participation in
the management of public affairs and simultaneously
establish an effective system to prevent the abuse of
political and economic power. A condition for this is the
creation of such a climate in the society that would
provide equal opportiunities to all existing political parties
and newly established political groups to prepare and hold
free elections with independent candidate lists. A self-
evident condition is the resignation of the CPCz from its
constitutionally ensured leading role in our society and in
its monopoly of the control of public media.

In the national economy we consider it essential to
support the activity and productivity of the widest strata of



society through the quick development of a market
economy during the demonopolization of our economy,
and by a significant increase in the responsibility of the
state institutions for the regulation of economic processes,
€.g., in the areas of healthcare and social welfare, science,
education, culture and care of the environment. A key
problem is the reevaluation of proprietary relations in the
society.

We are pressing for our country to once again take its
honorable place in Europe and in the world. We are not
asking for change in Czechoslovakia’s current
membership status in the COMECON and Warsaw Pact.
We are assuming that the Soviet Union and other Warsaw
Pact countries which participated in the mititary invasion
of Czechoslovakia in 1968 will condemn this intervention,
by which the indispensable reform process of socialist
countries was pushed back for decades.

[Source: USD AV (R, KC OF Archive, file OF
Documents—copy of the computer print A4, 2 p.
Translated by Caroline Kovtun.]
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DOCUMENT No. 6
The Position of the Civic Forum
and Public Against Violence Toward
the Negotiations with Czechoslovak
Prime Minister Ladislav Adamec, Prague,
28 November 1989, 4 p.m.

The CF believes that the negotiations with the prime
minister of the federal government, Mr. Ladislav Adamec,
and his associates authorizes it to provide the public with
this information and these proposals:

1. The Prime Minister promised the delegation of
the CF and PAV [Public Against Violence] that he would
form a new government by 3 December 1989.

2. The Prime Minister announced to the delegation
of the CF and PAV that tomorrow the CSSR government
will present the Federal Assembly with a proposal for a
constitutional law by which the articles legally
establishing the leading role of the CPCz and Marxism-
Leninism as the state ideology will be expunged.

3. The Prime Minister promised the CF and PAV
delegation that he would immediately discuss with the
Prague National Committee the issue of allotting the CF
rooms, and discuss with other institutions the issue of
giving the CF and PAYV access to the media, including
creating conditions for the publication of their own
journals.

4. The Prime Minister informed the CF and PAV
delegation that he had already submitted to the President

of the republic a proposal for amnesty for political
prisoners, [and] a list that the CF submitted to the Prime
Minister during the previous meeting. The CF will
challenge the president of the republic to accomodate this
proposal at the latest by 10 December 1989, which is
Human Right’s Day. The Civic Forum is receiving
information that this list was not complete and therefore
the CF and PAV are reserving the right to complete it.

5. The CF gratefully received the news from Dr.
Kucera, the deputy chairman of the Federal Assembly
[FA], that tomorrow at the meeting of the FA he will
propose the creation of a special committee for the
investigation of the brutal intervention against the peaceful
demonstration of Prague students on 17 November 1989,
CF representatives, especially students, will be invited to
work on this committee.

6. The CF and PAV delegation requested that the
new government publish the directives of its program
declaration as soon as possible, in which it should be
obvious that the government is prepared to create legal
guarantees for securing free elections, freedom of
assembly and association, freedom of speech and press,
for the elimination of the state control over the church, for
the amendment of the National Defense Act and others. It
is further necessary to ensure the liquidation of the
People’s Militia and consider the question of the future
existence of political party organizations in all workplaces.
The CF and PAV delegation also requested that the
government turn its declaration into visible deeds as soon
as possible. The delegation let the federal prime minister
know that, should the public not be satisfied with the
programatic declaration of the government and with its
implementation, then at the end of the year the CF and
PAYV will demand that the prime minister resign and that
the president of the Republic nominate a new prime
minister suggested by the CF and PAYV, if the President
should deem it necessary.

7. On 29 November 1989, CF and PAV will
demand in writing that the President of the Republic, Dr.
Gustav Husak, step down by 10 December 1989.

8. The CF and PAV delegation suggested to the
Prime Minister that the government of the CSSR submit to
the Federal Assembly a proposal for a constitutional law
by which the representatives of the Federal Assembly, the
Czech National Council and the Slovak National Council
and the national committees of all degrees who have
broken their oath as representatives and ignored the will
and interest of the people, will be recalled from their

- functions. The CF and PAV will propose a system of

supplementary elections in the nearest future.

9. The CF challenges the government and the
Federal Assembly to immediately condemn the 1968
invasion of Czechoslovakia by Warsaw Pact troops, and
the Federal Assembly to request the Highest Soviet of the
USSR and the representative organs of the Bulgarian
People’s Republic and the German Democratic Republic
to declare the intervention by the armies of five Warsaw



Pact countries in Czechoslovakia a violation of the norms
of international law and the Warsaw Pact itself, because
the intervention occurred without the knowledge or
agreement of the highest state organs of Czechoslovakia.

10. The CF believes that this outcome justifies it in
challenging every citizen to continue working in peace
while in a state of readiness to strike. Strike committees
can transform themselves into civic forums, but can also
work along side of them. Students and theater workers will
decide themselves whether they will end their strike today
or tomorrow, or whether to continue it. When they decide,
however, the CF will support their position. The CF and
PAYV challenge the public to assess itself the results of
these negotiations and to make their opinion known to the
CF and PAV by all accessible means.

The Civic Forum and Public Against Violence
28 November 1989 at 4 p.m.

[Source: USD AV (R, KC OF Archive, file OF
Documents—typescript copy A4, 1 p. Translated by

Caroline Kovtun.]

DOCUMENT No. 7
Internal Organization of the Civic Forum,
28 November 1989

What We Are

The Civic Forum is a medium for the renewal of
genuine civic positions and life, forgotten more than forty
years ago. The following text therefore does not contain
any statutes, it only wants to be a concise guideline for
creating local civic forums.

The internal organization of Civic Forums:

1. The Civic Forum (further only CF) is a ¢
spontaneously created citizen movement, which is united
by the effort to find positive outcomes from the current
crisis in our society. No one is excluded from this
movement who agrees with the program directives of the
CF, published on 26 November 1989 and who especially
refuses the further continuation of a political system
consisting of one ruling party. We consider the basic goal
of the CF to be the complete opening of an environment
for the creation of political pluralism and for the
organization of free elections in our country.

2. Ttis possible to create a local CF anywhere based
on regions, professions or interests by citizens, and not
institutions. We recommend that membership in the CF be
established by signing the charter of the local CF
organizations; we further recommend that an informal
coordinating group be established to which the citizens

could turn, and that its representatives be elected.
3. Relations between the Coordinating Center and
the local CFs:
a) The CF Coordinating Center and the local CF
constitute a unit joined solely by the active civic
attitude of its members. The Civic Forum does not
have a complicated hierarchy, only a horizontal net
with every local Civic Forum, connected to one
coordinating center;
b) The Coordinating Center is just an informational
and organizational center, and it is in no way an
administrative center; its task is to collect information
from local CFs, exchange it and inform [all local CFs]
about past and future activities. All local Civic
Forums operate completely independently on the local
level;
c¢) The Coordinating Center represents the Civic
Forum in negotiations with central state and
international institutions, mostly on the basis of
suggestions and recommendations from the local CF.
4. The function of the informational center of the
CF:
a) In order to secure informational links, it is
necessary to submit in writing to the Coordination
Center these basic details about the local CF:
business, region or interest group where the CF was
created, precise address, telephone number, names of
the representatives, number of members (rough
estimate at least). These data will be entered on file
centrally;
b) Contact with the Coordinating Center—for a period
of three weeks starting on 28 November 1989, the
record-keeping, collection of information and
consulting services of the CF will be located at:
Spalova galery, Narodni T¥ida 30, 110 00 Praha 1, tel.
268366, 265132, 267529. The new address and
telephone line of the Coordinating Center will be
released promptly. The post office box of the CF: 632,
posta 111 21, Praha 1, Politickych véz 4,
Communications Professional Training Center
entrance. CF account 2346-021, SB S branch Praha 2,
110 01 Praha 1, Vaclavské namésti 42;
¢) Transfer and exchange of information between
individual local CFs and the Coordinating Center will
be ensured in the form of an informational bulletin,
which will be sent out by the Coordinating Center by
means of mass communications or exceptionally by
telephone.
5. The orientation of the activity of the local CF:
The point of the activity of the local CF is the
activation of civic behavior of its own free will and
discussion in political and everyday life. Therefore the
Coordinating Center can not and does not want to hand
down any orders and restrictions, it solely provides
suggestions and recommendations.
6. We believe that the local CFs should concern
themselves very soon with these areas of activity:



a) Local CFs should specify and define the opinions
of citizens in the broad democratic discussion. The
discussion should lead to political differentiation,
which is an indispensable prerequisite for a pluralistic
democratic political system,;

b) Local Civic Forums can pursue solutions to local
problems, which are not satisfactorily dealt with by
the current social structures. Local CFs can thus
contribute to the creation of civic home rule or to the
transformation of the institutional bureaucratic
apparatus into a democratic one;

c) Local CFs can prepare strikes, demonstrations and
other activities supporting their demands, even the
demands of the whole Civic Forum if it should be
necessary. In this sense, the local CFs are a
continuation of the strike committees until all the
demands of the CF have been met.

d) Local CFs should support all citizens in all areas
where relations with the current undemocratic
structures results in violations of civic rights in the
broadest sense of the word. Local CFs are therefore
the means for civic self-defense.

Supplement solely for consultative workers

Legally the local CF is a free coalition of citizens,
it is not a legal subject and in this way does not have any
rights or responsibilities. The Civic Forum as a free
coalition of citizens has the same rights as an individual
citizen. If the local CFs should deal with money, it is
useful to keep it in a safe and enter the contributions and
withdrawals into the account book and elect a treasurer
and auditor. It is useful to provide monetary gifts over
3,000 Kcs in the form of a deposit book.

The Civic Forum
Prague, 28 November 1989

[Source: USD AV CR, KC OF Archive, file OF
Documents—typescript copy A4, 3 p. Translated by

Caroline Kovtun.]

DOCUMENT No. 8
Instructions of the Coordinating Center
of the Civic Forum for the Local Forums

with a Recommendation for Policy
Toward the Communists,

Prague, 29 November 1989

In the last two days information is coming from
individual Civic Forums in the regions and especially in
the factories and workplaces about communists becoming
members, sometimes with intent to control them. We are

democrats and therefore we can not prohibit our fellow
citizens, without regard to their party affiliation, from
joining and participating in the new structures of the civic
movement. It is necessary, however, for all who work in
them to be honest followers of our movement, the basic
goal of which is, as introduced in the declaration on the
internal organization of the CF from 28 November, “the
complete opening of an environment for the creation of
political pluralism and for the organization of free
elections in our country.” A person whose actions are in
blatant contradiction with efforts to create a democratic
[society] while fully respecting human rights does not
belong here, and it is necessary to expel him from the
Civic Forum. This without regard to his party affiliation.
Such an expulsion is especially urgent in those instances
where there is a larger group of opponents of democracy
[than honest members] in the forum. If there is a majority
of them anywhere, it is necessary for the followers of the
¢ivic movement to leave the forum, found a new forum,
and release a statement about their action. The opponents
of democracy are in the minority, let us not let them rule
and frighten us! In order to avoid such conflicts, we must
be careful when accepting new Civic Forum members and
in particular members of its committees, commissions et.
al., especially in those cases when CPCz members are
applying for work. It is unacceptable for any kind of group
within the CF (for example, CPCz members, but also
others) to assert their so-called party discipline, according
to which all the members of this group are bound to a
common plan of action, including those who would
otherwise disagree with the plan.

The existence of various political and social groups,
including communist ones, their activity and their
influence over public opinion is, on the contrary, very
demanding outside of the framework of the forums and
certainly should not develop into discrimination against
any group during speeches at public gatherings, in
workers’ and local presses etc.

We can only build democracy by democratic means!

In some establishments and places, civic activities are
coming up against refusals to negotiate with Forum
representatives by the organs of state power, national
committees, business managements etc. It usually occurs
where the forums have not yet gained greater support from
fellow citizens or co-workers. Only one thing will help in
this situation: turn to the citizens and factory workers,
inform them of your activity and challenge them to take
part in it. If you will be many, no chairman of a national
committee or factory director will refuse to negotiate with
you.

[Source: USD AV CR, KC OF Archive, file OF
Documents—typescript copy A4, 1 p. Translated by
Caroline Kovtun.]
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