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Questions:

• First Approach

• What are the main characteristics of the Wikipedia experience/model, 
leading to ist succcess?

• What are limitations of this experience/model?

• How could that experience/model be further implemented, adopted 
for other educational and communicative purposes?
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First Approach

- the Federal Center for Civic Education

• General Facts & Figures

• General Websites for political and historical themes

www.bpb.de
www.fluter.de
www.hanisauland.de

• Websites on recent history 

www.jugendopposition.de
www.chotzen.de
www.chronik-der-mauer.de
www.deutschegeschichten.de
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www.bpb.de 

The main Website

of the Federal Center for 
Civic Education
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www.fluter.de 

fluter.de
our youth magazine
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www.hanisauland.de

HanisauLand.de

civic education for Kids

In HanisauLand Rabbits, 
Rhinozerosses and Pigs 
builduing a democracy, 
not without adventures
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www.chronik-der-mauer. de

A Co-operation with 
DeutschlandRadio the 
Center for time historic 
research Potsdam
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17juni53.de

Website on the history of 
the revolt on June 17, 
1953

A Cooperation with  
DeutschlandRadio and  
ZZF

Large collection of 
documents (written 
documents, pictures, 
audios), that partly have 
not been published before
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www.chotzen.de

Website on the history of 
a jewish Family in Berlin 
1914 - 2003

a Cooperation with the 
German History Museum

links personal fate with 
political history of that time 
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www.jugendopposition.de

Website on the history of the youth opposition in the GDR of the 80ies

a Collaboration with Robert-Havemann-Society – recieved the Grimme Online Award 2005
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www.deutschegeschichten.de

Website on the main 
dates of german history 
in the 20th Century 

collaberation with cine-plus
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Our general approach – free accessible content, 
reviewed, created in an collabrorative effort with authors 
from the academic and journalistic field.

But all that is still WWW 1.0 
– confined content agglomarations, 

high traffic, high trust values.

Comes the question:

“What/Who the hell is Wikipedia?”
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What are the main characteristics of the 
Wikipedia experience/model, leading to ist 
succcess?

• Context - “WWW 2.0”

blogs (trackbacks, comments), podcasts, rss feeds, 
upcoming mobile formats, wikis

-> could be/mean - new possibilities of dissemination,  
partizipation, re-evaluation, networking
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Main reasons for the success of Wikipedia 

• radical openness 
(free of fear to be <not> an author/expert)

• free access for users

• speed of change and growth 

• a social myth
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Wikipedia is part of an huge global social enterprise

• open network with idealistic 
purpose driven dynamics
“knowledge as a common good”

• 2 fold dynamic  
- internal (complex open discussion, thanks to the                      

Wiki structure, global community) 
- external (its users, media, syndication with other      

megasites)

Wikipedia - a non super power of the public domain 
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further Characteristics:

• massivness - 100.000s articles, contributers, 
more than 100 languages

• non expert culture (long tradition - Diderot, Beuys)

• gatekeeper for the first approach to knowledge 
resources

• plays counterpart in a highly differantiated,    
complex society with a permanent “expert cult”
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Wikipedia is at the moment, and it could stay 

one of the Standards of WWW 2.0

it belongs to its drive, myths and failures
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What are limitations of this 
experience/model?

1. Quality Problems

Larry Sanger:

- Lack of public Perception if Credibility
low participation of academia
at specialist topics - projects credibility are “uneven”

- Dominance of diffficult people

- Root: anti-elitism
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What are limitations of this 
experience/model?

2. Power Structures 

- whom to call?

- dialectics of hidden and open power games

basic democratic (radical openness) ideology, believe and group 
dynamics vs. hidden moderator power plays

- guild like constitution of the wikimedia foundation?
- intransparency
- blurring frontiers of the polymorphic development

Could a more outspoken regulation, decision structure give 
a solution for a sustainable development?

How democratic is Wikipedia? How democratic should it 
be?
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How could that experience/model 
be further implemented, adopted 
for other educational and communicative 
purposes?

• try to enter the Wikipedia Realm
„wikis foster trust by sharing control“

• fork it, i.e. contextualize it

• get your endeavor into your WWW 2.0 experience

f.i. Wikis for issue driven collective research efforts
(found the „European Crisis“ Wikicitiy)

• scientific research on Wikipedia, Wikimedia
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