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major funding agency for basic science research in Austriamajor funding agency for basic science research in Austria
(with a budget of € 114 Mio. in 2005)(with a budget of € 114 Mio. in 2005)

covers all fields of science and the humanitiescovers all fields of science and the humanities

does not run research institutesdoes not run research institutes

not a strategic advisory council for the governmentnot a strategic advisory council for the government

uses uses exclusivelyexclusively reviewers from abroadreviewers from abroad
(virtually unique in international funding scene)(virtually unique in international funding scene)

has a single budget for all disciplineshas a single budget for all disciplines
(virtually unique in international funding scene)(virtually unique in international funding scene)

funds research projects only, but no infrastructurefunds research projects only, but no infrastructure
((infrastructure is mainly supported by the General University Funinfrastructure is mainly supported by the General University Fund)d)

The Austrian Science Fund in a nutshellThe Austrian Science Fund in a nutshell



What scientists expect from a funding What scientists expect from a funding 
agencyagency (Surveyed by German Research Fund 2005)(Surveyed by German Research Fund 2005)

enforcing information about the advantages of OA

coordination of institutions involved in research funding

funding quality-proofed OA publications

forcing publishers to allow a secondary use for OA 
publications

archiving quality-proofed publications of research projects

providing infrastructure for OA



signing the signing the “Berlin Declaration”“Berlin Declaration” (11/2003)(11/2003)

information campaign about the importance of OA (1/2004)information campaign about the importance of OA (1/2004)

funding of all OA articles with peer review (1/2004)funding of all OA articles with peer review (1/2004)

providing financial flexibility incl. for OA (1/2003)providing financial flexibility incl. for OA (1/2003)

recommending a secondary use of book publications (2004)recommending a secondary use of book publications (2004)

introducing a introducing a ““Voluntary selfVoluntary self--commitment to OAcommitment to OA”” (5/2005)(5/2005)

inviting players in research funding system to support OA (5/200inviting players in research funding system to support OA (5/2005)5)

discussing the OA issue with research institutions (11/2005)discussing the OA issue with research institutions (11/2005)

What did the FWF do so far?What did the FWF do so far?



What should be done?What should be done?

Transparency of CostsTransparency of Costs
making the cost structure for publications transparentmaking the cost structure for publications transparent

Resources & IncentivesResources & Incentives
establishing of effective incentives (e.g. overheads)establishing of effective incentives (e.g. overheads)

ArchivingArchiving
consideration of archiving qualityconsideration of archiving quality--proofed publicationsproofed publications

ArgumentationArgumentation
convincing senior scientists about the advantages of OAconvincing senior scientists about the advantages of OA

HumanitiesHumanities
finding creative solutions for book publicationsfinding creative solutions for book publications





Concluding RemarksConcluding Remarks

Innovation in basic research heavily Innovation in basic research heavily 
depends on depends on accessibilityaccessibility, the degree of , the degree of 

awarenessawareness, the , the speedspeed of being published of being published 
and the and the costcost of quality proofed research of quality proofed research 

results.results.

A wellA well--functioning Open Access system functioning Open Access system ––
being profitbeing profit--oriented or not oriented or not –– has the has the 

chance to offer these conditions.chance to offer these conditions.


